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ADVERTISEMENT. 

ili'i U i nn I I BBSsaBsssasassssgass 

An effect of the very flattwing review of 
my little publication upon Egypt, has been 
to exhaust the first edition^ comparatively 
speaking, in a moment of timer and to 
create, in consequence, a demand for this 
second edition, which, to correspond pro* 
perly with the extreme indulgence of the 
public, I have endeavoured to render, as 
to arrangement, and as to further relative 
information upon the contents of it, if not 
more interesting, considerably less incom- 
plete. 

I should have been glad, I confess, from 
faithful materials, had any such come into 
my handi^ to have continued my narrative 
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of the famous* campaign in Egypt to its 
splendid and happy termination. It cannot^ 
however, have escaped the reader's obser- 
vation, that all which I had assumed, and 
held out as consequences of our victories 
on the 8th, 13th, and dist of March, under 
Abercrombie^ were, under Hutchinson, with 
the same men, and with additional lustre to 
their arms, exactly fulfilled. 

<< The peace we have accomplished is their 

work.*' 

This just and honourable testimony of 
their worth, was pronounced to the country 
by Mr. Addington, Chancellor of his Ma- 
jesty's Exchequer, in prefacing a motion of 
Thanks in the House of Commons to this 
gallant army, and to the army and navy, 
* equally deserving' of the whole Empire.-^ 
I have thought that the public acknow- 
ledgment of their services ought to be 
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transmitted hand in hand with the narra- 
tive of their achievements. I have presumed 
therefore, to follow it up in this edition 
with an insertion of that virtuous^ wise, and 
eloquent speech; and further with that 
still stronger strain of panegyric from Lord 
Hawkesbury, in seconding the motion. — 
Never from such exertions bad the national 
character stood upon a prouder pre^etninence ! 
Never bad its beroes more conspicuously 
signalised and immortalised themselves. I 
saw them gain these laurels ; they will not 
refuse, to my pride, the pleasure I take in 
holding them up to the admiration of the 
world. 

And now, having so far discharged the 
original scope of my publication, namely, 
*^ to satisfy in haste, and in due time, the 
public curiosity and interest concerning the 
invasion of Egypt by the French ; their 
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motives to that invasion ; and .the complete 
triumph of our arms in wresting thi6 por- 
tentous conquest from out of their victor 
rious hands ;'' I shall just add to my book 
a short memorial relative to the trade in 
slaves carried on in this country ; the ge-* 
neral treatment they receive ; and further 
relative to the caravans periodically sent 
from Egypt into the interior parts of 
Africa, not irrelevant to the subject, and 
interesting to many, as objects not very 
generally known, and prolific of contem-* 
plative matter to the adventurer, and to the 
wise. 

And lastly, I must beg leave to lay in a 
claim to somewhat more of the public re- 
gard to the sul^ect of which I had intro- 
duced a simple essay in the first edition,* 
as secondary only at the moment in title 
to national attention ; but primary^ in its 
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impartance in fact^ as affecting the general 
welfare of mankind. I point to the disco- 
very I had the satisfaction to make of an 
effectual remedy for the plague. 

The world has not been absolutely inac* 
cessible to favourable impressions concern- 
ing the efficacies of this remedy, notwitlj- 
standing the great and heavy accumulation 
of disappointed labour, laying obstruent in 
its way, at the threshold of belief; but 
still evidence is demanded in support of 
its virtue. I have therefore inserted the 
remarks of Citizen Desgenettes, Chief 
Physician of the French Army in Egypt, 
concerning the use of oil in the plague ; 
and I take this opportunity of informing 
the reader, of my design to present to the 
public a pamphlet on this subject, in which 
shall be inserted all the various testimonials 
which have been sent to me, of the use and 
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efficacy of oil in pestilential cases, taken 
from the evidence of a long and extensive 
experience of nine years. 

I have collected as much as in my power 
lay, all that has been said of the virtues and 
efficacies of oil, and shall comprise them 
also in the little volume so proposed. Among 
these it will be found to have equal efficacy 
in all analogous diseases, as it is known to 
have incontestably in most cases of the 
plague, as a preservative and cure. 

In doing this to satisfy the public expec- 
tation, I gratify also my own particular 
desire, which I have ever warmly cherished, 
and in which I delight too much not to 
persevere, of being useful to mankind as 
long as I may live. 

As to the theory of this discovery, I may 
say that no theory, I believe, has ever had 
the good fortune universally to persuade. 
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Theories, however, based on truth, will 
stand immoveable by error. Error will 
necessarily fall before truth ; I have com- 
mitted mine to the trial of time ; but' as 
far as we are hitherto advanced it has not 
been shaken ; it has been vindicated by the 
experience of years, and many are the 
physicians who have had the candour to 
avow it. 
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PREFACE. 



-I H E presumption which might reason- 
jibly be ascribed to me, for presenting to 
the world, in so rude a state, the follow- 
ing Historical Recollections, will be ac* 
knowledged to be greatly attenuated in my 
motive to satisfy the public curiosity. 

For surely the public ci^riosity must 
Ji^v? been strongly elicited by the late 
events in Egypt, to know the cause, the in- 
terest the French could have in view, ip 
invading a country almost forgotten to 
^have held any rank in the annals. of th^ 
\vorld^ 

And, as certainly, upon reverting to the 
htstoi^ of that i^ingularly favoured portion 
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of our earth, all difficulty to assume a prO' 
per cause will dis^appear ; and in it we shall 
discover the most imperious necessity upon 
England to frustrate, by every effort, their 
leep and dangerous design. 



c ^ 
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I had occasion- to see it a great many 
years ago. It was itiy fortune, so early ai 
February, 1 7'60, to be landed on the Island 
of Cyprus; and frbhi thence to atfend to 
and consider the wonderful resou'rceis of 
that still famous country. In 1763, 1 went 
over to Saint Jfean d' Acri ; and being there 
in nearer, arid more frequent intercourse 
with it's peojple, until 1767, L had occasion 
to contemplate the subject with that spirit 
of investigation which determined mie to 
abandon all other my orfginal coririections 
and pursuits, to follow up the scene of 
adventure which opened in this investiga^- 
tion to my mind; aiid frohi^^liicli lam 
enabled to 'fulrni«h the Reidfer witfi the 
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following, as sonie are pleased to think/ 

• • • 

interesting Historical Recollectiins, 

I returned to England in 1?68, and in 
pursuance of my scheme to explore first 
the connection there might be, of whatever 
nature, between India and Egypt by the 
Red Sea, I applied for and obtained leave 
to go as a free mariner to the East Indies. 

But at the moment I was going to em- 
bark, accounts came from Cyprus of my 
brother's death, and I was advised ta 
return to Cyprus on many accounts. I 
proposed at the same time to make a visit 
to Egypt ; and from Egypt to embark on 
the Red Sea for Gedda ; and from Gedda, 
by our annual Bombay and Surat ships, 
for the East Indies. 

It w^s about the middle of 1773, before 
I could accomplish my purposes in Cypms, 

b2 
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and pass over into Egypt. I was at GrancI 
Cairo in the time of Mehemed Bey : he 
gave me every sort of encouragement to 
persevere in my scheme: he told me, ** If 
you bring tlie India ships to Suez, I will 
lay an aqueduct from the Nile to Suez, 
and you shall drink pf the Nile wateif,".. 

It was not the season of departure from 
Suez for Gedda, and I was advised to go 
apd make my plan known at Constanti- 
nople. I adopted thb advice, and found 
^most every body in the mercantile order, 
of men, very strenuoysly disposed to sup- 
port me. Mr. Murray was then his Ma-r 
jesty's Ambassador at Contantinople : his 
Excellency was disposed to think well of 
the undertaking ; he gave me unequivocal 
proofs of it. 

> 

In March 1774, I returned to Egypt. 
I went to $uez. The country vessels were 
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to sail 6veTy day, but were never punctual. 
Thirty days'elapsed; my provisions were 
exhausted; my spirits impatient ; the de- 
sart barren, indeed, of all resource! I 
wheeled about; I determined to return; 
I thought I should get to India sooner by 
the way of England ; and the holy caravan 
passing by Suez at this time, on its return 
from Mecca, I mounted a dromedary, and 
accompanied them to Cairo. 

But while I was turning my back upon 
Egypt, an adventure^ under the direction 
of Mr. John Shaw, was already in the Red 
Sea, cohiing up to Suez from Bengal. I was 
scarcely arrived in London, before I -was 
informed, by letters, of the arrival of this 
adventure at Suez. I resolved immediately 
to return to Cairo ; I freighted a ship, and 
loaded her ; I sent in a letter to the Court 
of Directors of the Hon. East India Com- 
pany, to inform them of my intention to 
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settle ^ Cairp, axjd made an offer pf ffliy 
6£rylces3 which wulb accepted. 



i / 



I arrived at Alexandria in July 1775, 
and succeeded very prosperously in estab- 
lishing a direct cpipmerce from England to 
^ypt ; the navigation from India quit^ 
up to Suez had been ^^cplored, and a fa^r 
prospect was opened of seieipg my plan of 
establishing a commercial communication 
between Egypt and India equally success- 
ful. Ip 177€, 1777, and J 7 78^ ships were 
arriving at Alexandria from England, and 
at &ie^, from India, at the same time. 
We composed our bowl of the Ganges, 
tl;i^. Thames, and the Nile, and from the 
jtop of the Pyramid drank prosperity to 
England ! 

I had had the satisfaction also to convey 
the fir$t advices ojf the war in 1778 to the 
JEast Indies ; by means of which we wey^ 



PREFACE. 7 



** • '' 1 T < 



e^abjlpd, tatl^e astonislvpent of. all l^qgr. 
land) when the news- arrived, to expel the 
French froijpi India before succours could 
reach tjhem, and to add their possession:? to 
ourojvn. 

B.ut a cloud of jealousy was at ,this 
time gathering over my scheme : tho Turk, 
who had hitherto been silent, began to 
complain ; the Daganier, or custom-master, 
wanted a participation in the customs ; th^ 
Sheriff of Mecca began to complain that 
the port of Gedda would be abandoned, 
and the cause of religion sustain an injury 
in its eifects.; the Directors of the J£ast 
India Company complained that their tnade 
would suffer ; the Turkey Company cried 

« 

put that they would be ruined. Th^y ^ad 
90 conception of the tendency . of these 
4:hings; they wrote to his JV^ajesty V i^pi- 
jbassador at Constantinople, and hisJExce^- 
Upcy o^dated for its ^uppres^i^ ^t thp 
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Sublime Porte ; the Sublime Porte, ihsti^ 
gated, as the act avers, by his remonstrances, 
issued orders for the suppression ofthe East 
India commerce to Suez, iti the following 
fulminating, and^ by the late events, be» 
come most pertinent, most curious, but as 
to its political prejudices and precautions^ 
most impotent, command* 



COMMAND. 

Translation of a Hatty Sheriff, Of 
Imperial (Sign Manual) Command^ 
addressed to the Government of 
Egypt* 

WE will not absolutely sufier Frank 
ships to come to Suei, nor carry on any 
traffic, openly or clandestinely, between 
this town and Judda. The sea of Suez is 
destined for the noble pilgrimage of Mecca^ 
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To saffer Frank ships to navigate therein^ 
6r to neglect opposing it, is bettaying your 
Sovereign, your religion^ and evety Maho- 
metan. And ail those who dare transgress 
will find their punishment iti this world, 
and in the world to come* It is for the 
most important affair of state^ and of reli- 
gion, that this express and irrevocable 
fcommand is issued. Conform to it with 
zeal and with activity, for such is our 
royal wilL 

To our honoured minister and illustrious 
tounsellor, whose prudence, sagacity, and 
Izeai directs the affairs of the world : who . 
Is the pillar of glory and of happiness ; 
distinguished by the protection of the most 
high, our Vizir Ismael Pasha. May God 
perpetuate your splendour ! 

To the most upright of judges, and the 
best of Mussulman commanders, source of 
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l^aroing and of perfection; who Wian Ijo* 
ijiour to the laws and to justice, adorned 
by the favour of the Omnipotent, our 
lyioUa of Cairo. M?iy God jncraase your 
dignities, and your virtues !. 

To the powerful and honourable com* 
jonanders ; asylum of mo?t illustf ious sup- 
pliants : to whom is entrusted the execu- 
tion of sovereign . mandates, the Sheik 
Bellad, and other ruling Beys of Egypt. 
May God perpetuate your felicity ! 

To the mQst distinguished of all glorious 
personages, idol pf the . public esteein ; 
our co-operator and commissioner, sent by 
our Sublime Porte, the Capigee Bachi, 
^ustafa Tahir Aga. May God perpetuate 
your glory ! 

To the most venerable Doctors. To 
jtlie Sb^i& Vefaye, and Bekry^. To tbe 
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f^ii^s x)f the ]F9ju;r ^ects ; and fto the Dpc^ 
|ofs of the 4*^r. l^ay ypw yirtuje Iiq 
aygiQcnt^ ! 



■J'o the :Superiours pf dieir Equals, th^ 
Captains, and renowned Officers pf thf 
Seven Ogi^ of Cairo. May ypwr ppw.er 
be incr^;,a£tQd • 

Upop ^P arrival of this impjerial com- 
piandjJCnow ye that Sue? is the port of 
Mecca and of Medina, who/se glory m^y 
God perpetuate unto the end pf the world! 
Citieii iljlustripus for being the centre of all 
justice, aud wJaich give splendour tp the 
law of the Prophet. TJ^er.e is no e?camplp 
that foreign natious. and jthe ^ons of ^rror, 
have ever navigated in the 3ea of Sue?. U 
has been a constant custom, until th^se lat- 
ter times, for the English slwp^, and ptl^e^ 
who trade from India, to stop at Judda; 

))ut in the time ,of 4>U .^ey, ^ m^U. yqssel 
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came up to Suez, and on board was ait 
unknown person, with presents for AH 
Bey, and declaring that he only came there 
for freight. The English have imagined, 
that, authorised by such aprecedent,it was 
lawful for them at all thnes, and all sea- 
sons, to return ; and we have seen, in the 
-time of the late Mehemed Bey Aboudahab, 
several vessels arrive there with cargoes of 
muslins, and other Indian articles. A prin- 
ciple of avarice betrayed this Bey also into 
error.- They represented to him an infinite 
accumulation of revenue to his customs, 
and he was debauched. Under this spe- 
cious pretext the English vessels, and 
those of other nations established in India, 
continued, one instigated by the other, to 
frequent the port of Suez ; and the English 
went so far as to establish magazines. So 
it has been reported to us. 

These facts and this innovation contrary 



PREFAGX. IS 

to the policy of our state, and dangerous 
to pur religion, came to our imperial know-* 
ledge. We ordered, consequently, that 
the English thenceforward should return 
no more to Suez, nor even approach to its 
coasts, having enjoined expressly thdt they 

should be made to return. We notified 

. .♦ . ... 

these our orders to the English Ambassador 
residing at the Sublime Porte, and required 
him to transmit them to his court. The 
answers which he received, as well from 
his Court as the East India Company, con^ 
tained severe prohibitions to any of their 
^pbjects to come to Suez after the beginning 
pf tl^e Greek year answering to December, 
17 78. This minister, in communicating 
these prohibitions to the Sublime Porte, 
(lid at the same ti|ne declai:e, by the Qiquth 
pf his first interpreter, that in case of con- 
travention, the effects of those who should 
pontravene might be seized, their vessel^ 
pnfiscated, the crews of the shins and the 
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Irffjiercargo rmpriSdried iiia cbridemncc! tci 
perpetual slavery. 

While the Subliihe Porte ivks occupied 
ibout these matters, tembustrances relative 
to the same object arrived fr6m Princd 
Surrotlr, SKeriff of Mecca. This prince 
deposed, that the Fratiks, riot contented to 

^onfitle their trade to Indian articled, had 

•  » 

jdsd embarked on Board their ships coffee 
Hid other products of Yem6n, vrhich tfiey 
transported to Suez, to the notable prejudice 
6f the city of Juddi. That these strangers, 
ftvet-rurining lands and seas, take plans 
of trery place, arid preserve them until 
it propitious ihdment. Then fulfil their 
desigti of conquering the country. That 
this hating happened iii India and other 
places, the Sheriff was justly alarmed for 
his otirn fete, arid 'cipres^sed the Utmost 
IfKjtiidittfe ind iridigiiiltibri, 
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All this ha^ Seen confirmed to us by thef 
doctors versed in history, whom we have 
consalted upon the matter. They have 
explained to us many events which hare 
been brought about by thd insidious policjr 
of the Franks. We learn that id the ^ear 
900, the Portuguese, and afterward the 
Dutch, did by long and perilous voyages 
arrive in India. That they there described 
themselves as peaceable merchants, honest 
and inoffensive. These people were accom- 
paiiied by men of learning ; curious only, 
they pretended, of making useful and inno"* 
cent researches. The Indians, a people of 

f 

coll tract ed genius, were the dupes* of this 
appearance. Their principal cities, such 
as Ahhied Abbas, Bengal, Banaras, Surat, 
and Madras have been the price 'of their 
credulity, iand themselves are now under 
the dominion of these Franks, 

* Jt was by such like procedure, that io 
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the -beginning of the .year' 400, ' and the 
time of the Fatimites, the Franks insinuated 
themselves into the city of Damascus. Their 
Erstdisguise was a^ quiet hope^tmerchantSj 
who pun(;tuaUy paid the duties of cus^Qm. 
A dissolution took' place in those ,days 
between the Fatimites and the Abissides, 
and the Franks, foUowing their ordinary 
policy, availed of the occurrence to take 
possession of Daqiascus and ^erusaiem^ 
■\vhich they maintained for near a century. 

Useff Saladi^ of glorious memory, gp^ 
■peared abput the middip of the year 607, 
at the head of an army of.Jobite Gourdes 
and Mekjuk Turks, and recovered Jerusa- 
lem and Damascus after most incredible 
.labours, and a horrible massacre of th? 
Jiumanspecies. But without dwelUng upo^i 
the history of ancient tim^s, up op^ is ig- 
norant of the inveterate hatred yi'hich the 
(jhfistians bear to the Turks, wh(^ tjiey 
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Me wkh a jealous e^re in possession of 
Jen^alem^ 

May <iod confound those in this wcurid 
and punish them in the next with an eter* 
ijiai punishment, who, constructing tliis eyil 
to be a good, approve the coming of the 
Franks to Suez ! Keep before your eyes 
the example of India. Consider the end of 
things, and su&r not this intercourse. Seek 
out those who secretly assist them, and 
punish them in such a manner as has no 
example, such as they deserve. You will 
not be permitted to alledge any pntence of 
justification. Imprison the captains of the 
Frank vessels, and, above all, the English, 
upon their comii^ to $uez, and seitt their 
ships, for it is set forth in the memorial of 
the English Ambassador, in the answers 
Trom his Court, and in the verbal infbima- 
Uon .rhi. first im«pMer, Uut they a» 
pirates and rebels to their Sovereign. They 

G 
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are such-tamy Sublime Porte, znddssuch 
they merit imprisonment, and the confis- 
cation of their goods. You will give ad- 
vice of your proceedings to the Sublime 
Porte, and we will decide without permit- 
ting any one to intercede for their deli- 
verance* . 

You, Vizir, already mentioned ; know 
ye, that such is the will and pleasure of 
the Sublime Porte. .The intimate part you 
have had in the administration of our go- 
vernment sufficiently apprises you of the 
importance of this object. You, MoIIa* 
commanding Beys, Doctors, and Ogiacks, 
take propet- warning. We recommend to 
you expressly and reiterately to watch with 
attention this innovation so'dangerous to 
the statey and to religion. Conform^ there- 
fore, exactly to our command, and let ouf 
voice inspire you with a due fear — If not 
•—by God we Swear* that you will inciif 
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\our indignation, and the severest punish- 
ments shall be the. fruits of it. You who 
are enlightened by the Mussulman religion : 
you "who are profound in history and the 
study of books, applaud these our orders 
'-^and if your counsel for .their execution 
prevail not — infoxm the Sublime Porte of 
.the cause and. consequence. 



The attention of; the Reader will be a 
little halted by this extraordinary Com- 
mand^ and carrying. in his mind the recent 
events of Egypt, will be apt Xo iexclaim.: 
** The Turk was not then so very far out 
in his suspicious about these Franks, andin 
as much as the severity of this Command 
may have been not only necessary, hut 
efficient to the purpose of his own preser- 
vation, . the ruin which was consequent 
upon theactors in the commerce so horribly 

c2 
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anaihemaed by it, ivill seem by the event 
io be perfectly justified/' 

So it wouldt if the designs so attributed 
to the peaceable and inoiTensive merchants 
had been stopt by the execution of the 
Command ; but the events prove the con- 
trary. The fall of an empire is to be 
looked for in the defects oTits government, 
not in the designs of such as perceive their 
defects. The safety of an empire is in its 
strength) not in menaces, or threats^ or 
perpetrations of violence against such as, 
having eyes, cannot miss seeing their de- 
fects. The weakness of an empire is in 
the principle of its goverament, or in the 
bad administration of its laws. The de- 
signs of the merchants did not make the 
weakness; they could only represent it. 
To say that their weakness is cured, by 
putting out the eyes of a few beholders, h 
weakness to cure weaknes»~pitiful indeed ! 



il 
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An empire in vigour of power and vigi- 
lance of administration can have nothing 
to fear from the designs of merchants : a 
good constitution will guard itself from 
designs. It may be good policy to let in 
our neighbour; to observe us ; to observe 
our strength and vigilance of administra- 
tion : it may awe their attempts. It iQay 
be good policy to kec^p alive a jealousy of 
our neighbours, by calling them in to ob- 
serve us. If we ajpe afraid to be observed, 
I should die^d more from our intrinsic 
iqalady than from any attempt of an exter- 
nal enemy upon our strength, 

It is one of the prerogatives of a popu- 
lar government ; I mean to say of our own 
government, which is popular to the fuU 
effect of every good purpose, to publish its 
sti^ngth and condition to the world. Let 
our enemy know it : that we, knowing our 
iue«ui[ity» may confide in it ; or knowing 
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our danger, raay concur in the necessity, 
of arming against it. He is a. dangerous! 
minister who would conceal our weakness 
from us. There can be no security in de-  
ception. Nothing is so dangerous as a. 
sense of security, where there is weakness- 
underneatb. 

These were the drawings I took from 
very cursory observations, but on strong' 
and prominent features, of the Turkish 
power at various times and seasons, begin- 
ning in the year 1760, until the execution 
of this Command. I concluded as I saw a 
man consumptive, that he would finally die 
of his consumption. If I saw his estate 
neglected, and the fences wasting awayi i 
would say, the pigs will get into this 
estate. I may have represented this weak- 
ness, but I did not make it- I saw, from my 
visits into Egypt, that the situation was 
pregnant of infinite advantage to England* - 
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both 9$ to commercial «ind political Hesign, 
[meant no more, indeed, than commerce:; 
but I saw that that commerce \v0uld suhr 
serve to great political designs. : 

I prosecuted my scheme, and offered by 
letter, in 1775, tp the Court of Directors, 
to serve their interests in the event of a 
fiudden war, by apprising their settle- 
ments; and I executed my proposition. 
The French have beeaiwicp expelled from 
India, in less than three months' after the 
declaration of the war, by an effect of my 
advices from Egypt. Perhaps, as a conse^* 
quence of these exertions^ I may have 
been a principal in producing the latQ 
events in Egypt i 

TheTi^ench were very sore at the. effect 
of my dispatches from Egypt. It was 
treating them with an alacrity which rather 
^rprised them. They began to examine 
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whaf Egypt might be worth to Fraactf* 
I had secD it ; andl were the French not to 
see it? They scafit Commandant de Tru* 
guet, in 1 745, ta conclude a treaty with 
the Beys of Egypt : he succeeded. Upon 
his return to Paris^ the French were so 
captivated by hi» report as to meditate the 
conquest o( Egypt. 

Government was inarmed 6f these things : 
they sent for lae* I had been in England 
(rem the beginning of the year 1781; plum 
dered by the, execution of that damnable 
G<mimand; plundered afterwards, or the 
plains of Antioch, by thieves; shot through 
the right arm^ destitute, and petitioning, 
for justice. I received a summon from 
Mr. Dundas to attend the India Board, and 
I attended. Mr. Pundas informed me of 
the intelligtoce which had been received^- 
and asked me what I thought of it. I an-? 
swered, that I thought much of it ; ahdeo; 



tiiscusfling the question for some time, he 
concluded with desiring that I would take 
the matter into my serious consideration, 
^uid vtpw It \n a}l its bearings : to say, '^ as 
to Its geographical relations ; as to its in^- 
trin&ic and extrinsic resources t^ as to its 
ineans of defence ; as to ite importance (p 
France ; as to its danger tp £lpgland, 8cc. 
8cc. iScc. ;'* and to draw up, and present to 
the Board a Memorial thereupon. 

This injunction from ftlr« Dundas, pit>r 
4uced tl^ Memprial presented to the Reader 
ID the folio wn^ pages^ intitled Specula^ 
lions on the SituiUion and |lesources of 
Egypt; and on whtdi his Majesty's Mi- 
nisters wece induced to advi:^ his Miyesty 
to send a Coosul*Genera] to Egypt ; &nd 
nominally recomniending the Writer as fy 
|o be entrusted with the business of oh- 
^rviijg, firom that position, the iQotions of 
flK freneb^ abft of Iceeping our sattlemest^ 
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in India advised fop thar better security 
and government. 

I was soon after honoured with his 
Majesty's commission and command to 
repair to my post; and on the 18th o( 
December 1786, I had entered on the 
functions of my^ ofiice in Alexandria. 

Cazee Hassan Pasha, High Admiral of 
the Porte, commanding an army, was at 
Cairo, purposely sent by his Sublime High- 
ness the Grand Senior, to chastise the ex- 
cessive insolence and tyranny of the Mama- 
luks towards the Franks ; who, oppressed 
by some peculiar enormity, had united in 
one common comprint to obtain redress 
^r better protection for the (iiture. 

I considered this circumstance as in-^ 
volving higher consequences ; and the lett 
l(ers are extant in \vhich I'observed upon 
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this occasion — That, kno\ving how mucH 
the fate of empires depends on the chai^ac« 
ter and energies of particular men ; ' that 
knowing how essentially the Turkish empire 
was upheld by the countenance of this par^ 
ticular man, I was apprehensive that some 
neighbouring power might take advahlage 
of bis absence and great distance from the 
capital to revive iheir grievances ; " and en-? 
gaged as he was in an enterprise which 
might put hjs famed invincibility to hazard, 
rekindle a war which, without* gteat and 
powerful aid from friends, might bring the 
already enfeebled existence of the TurkisI^ 
jempire into danger of total dissolutioq. 

. And that this war did arise from these 
considerations 1$ known ; and that England 
C2lme forwani with her aid, effectually la 
save the Turkish empire from immediate 
ruin. But opposed; buf wanting the force 
^d effect* of popular opinion, so necessary 
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in a govemmeot lUcc «un, wu compelled 
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cndit of my report) to expel the French 
from India) and to decide the fate of th« 
war in that country a second time^ to the 
great honour and incalculable advantage of 
England. 

In 17d6, I was api»*ised of tiie depar*- 
ture of the Dutch squadron from theTexel^ 
bound, wjith troops, to the Gape of Good 
Hope; and I had the good fortune to traas«* 
mit this intelligence to Admiral £lp^^ 
stone in India, in time to enable the squa^ 
dron to return to the Gap?^ and to capture 
the IXitch iM{uadron, and to save that va* 
lable conquest to our country. 

In 1 796, I had to counteract a public 
mission ratcnisted to the agency of Tinvillei 
brother to the notorious Ptdblic Accuser^ 
Titiville, who was arrived in Gairo ex?^ 
pressly to inveigle the Beys of £gypt inio 
the designs of the Freilch, atid particularly 



5d ^preface; 

to obtain consent to- their project of passing 
an army through Egyptvto the East Indies, 
by the Red Sea, ia order v to: strengtliien 
Tippoo, . and .finally, to annihilate the Bri^ 
tish dominion in the East Indies ; andll 
did counteract it. Tinville is known to 
have said, upon his return to Alexandria 
disappointed, ''Mis ne>nous veulent pas d* 
gre, ils nous aurons de force/' "*Mais, 
comment ferez vous pour eiribarquer yds 
troupes sur la Mer Rouge?" ** Nous y 
transporterons des vaisseauxen charpente." 
It appeared here, that the Republicans were 
bent at this time upon ihe invasion • of 
Egypt. Perhaps the term of passing .to 
India, was only a pretext to get easier pos- 
session of Egypt, as a preliidje' to the rest. 
One would not think that this was. a time 
to withdraw our attention from Egypt-; to 
abolish even the office which was appointed 
especially to .watch over this /their so long 
precognized design ! 
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It is, however, true, that about this 
time I received an official letter, informiag 
tne, that his Majesty, even four years 
before^ had been advised, that the Office of 
Consul in Egypt was become unnecessary, 
and that of course the office from that time 
had been abolished. 

The Reader will rather suspect, from 
the improbability of the things that the 
letter must have been a forgey ; so incon- 
sistent was it with the real exigency of the 
case, the world will hardly believe it ; 
I do not possess the letter to prove it ; but 
true it is such a letter came ; and that its 
effects were to depress me to such a degree, 
as to bereave me of my strength^ and of 
every faculty to attend to any earthly con- 
cern. I was advised to embark for another 
climate. I left all my property of every 
kind behind me: I, sailed on the 14th of 
March, 1798, and on the I9th was .landed 
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happily on the Island of Pataios^ in the 
Grc^to of the Revelations. 



The Reader is informed how soon after 
Nelson appeared off* Alexandria in search 
of the French fleet. How he missed them 
to his infinite regret ; and not finding me 
at my post, was compelled to quit the 
coast, and return to Syracuse for 
water for the fleet; He is informed bow 
Bonaparte in this interval uninterruptedly 
landed, and as instantly made a conquest 
of that devoted country. How Nelson re- 
turned to Egypt, and fought the memorable 
battle of Aboukir. He is now informed 
how I came away from Egypt sick ; sick- 
ened, as it happened, to subtract me from 
the impending invasion of the French- It 
certainly was the cause of my eluding their 
gripe, and I thank the Author of my sick^ 
ness for it, as I thank the Author of all 
being for every event of my life. Do we 
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know the tendency of every event? Bb' 
we know by what secret laws the wo'rld w 
governed ? It is proveribial among the ^ 
French," Qu'on recule pour mieux sauter.^* ' 

» r » • 

' From Patmos, I went to Ghisme. The 
Reader will remember Chisme, for being 
the sepulchre of the Turkish fleet ! I was 
detained here five and twenty days. The 
Greeks would come rouhd me every night, 
and dance the Carmagnole. The Turks 
wer« all contaminated : they would beg 
God's blessing on the arms of -Paswan 
Oglu, the rebel : they were tired of their 
conditi6n, they said; it was time to be 
men. 



I went on to Trieste. I would have 
gone on to England; but hearing here of 
the invasion of Egypt, and the confiscation 
of all my property; I could not meet the ex- 
pense of En^and without inconvenience. 
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I resolved, therefore, to retire from sa-^ 
ciety into a comer of Italy, and to wait 
for a turn in the tide of affairs. I took 
my route by Vienna ; and here^ discours- 
ing with the Baron de Thugut, who from 
a very old date^ has honoured me with his 
esteem, I explained to him the precipice to 
which the very throne of Constantinople 
was exposed in the danger of Acri. The 
Public is not aware, perhaps, of the ex- 
tent pf that danger, and of the service 
done to their country by the gallant hand- 
ful of men who defended that place, and 
forced the flower of France to retreat He 
saw and understood the danger, and ap- 
plauded my conception and observation of 
these things : he saw in the lepresentation 
of this danger realized to his mind^ another 
train of dangers rolling, and accumulating 
as they roll along-, more serious to the cause 
of order and of governmentj than any thing 
before attempted. Bonaparte alluded, to it 
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lipon his return to France, wheh aadress* 
iog the.Gouncil from his usurped throne. 
He said to them, *' NoW begmneih the aera 
of revolutions ;'* making light, in compari- 
son of what he had to do, of all that had 
been done before. It was by this uttbound- 
ed display of enterprise, of vidory, of con* 
quest, that he won the army to his cause. 
Mr. de Thugut appeared to me to have 
fconsidered it with attention ; he appeared 
to me to have understood it in its magni* 
tude; he appears to me to have adapted 
himself to the policy which it imposed ! 

% f 

r 
*■ - • 

I left Vienna to prbfceed to my rfetlre* 
meht. I arrived in Tuscany soon after the 
battle of Trebia : and found to lodge my* 
self in a palace elegantly furnished, in the 
neighbourhood of Florence, at the low 
price of £^20. a year, I could be resigned 
to this fate, since the owner of the palace 
had to resign himself to worse. I clothed 

d5 
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myself* amid this spleqdtHir, in perfect hu- 
mility: I would have clothed myself in 
peace, but the din of war was all around 
me. Mantua, Tortona, Alexandria, Goni, 
Genoa; andthesuddenreverseof all this, 
obtained at one blow, by the battle of 
Marengo. Wonderful in the history of 
events ! Obtained by the singular valour 
of d'Essaix : d'Essaix, released by the con- 
vention of El Arish, made captive by the 
cruizers of Lord Keith, is a prisoner in the 
Lazaretto of Leghorn, when Bonaparte 
had descended the Alps, is released just 
in time to join the army, to receive his 
commission, and to conquer; for it wag 
d'Essaix who recovered the palm ! it was 
d'Essaix who conquered at Marengo ! 

This was the only fruit of the conven- 
tion of £1 Arish: he gave his life for his 
victory. And what is memorable, he fell 
in the same hour of time that Kleber was 
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assassinated in Egypt. I do not dwell upon 
this curious combination of events. 

This battle of Marengo disturbed me 
again from my solitude. I saw its conse- 
quences, and retreated to the neighbour*' 
hood of Leghorn. It was my lot to be 
surprised soon after, by the arrival of a 
party of Republicans in the city; and I 
had just time to save myself on board of 
his Majesty's frigate Santa Dorothea, with 
little more than a change of linen in my 
wallet. Captain Downman received me, 
as he did every bqdy in the same situation, 
with great affability and kindness. The 
Duke d'Aosto, with his family and suite, 
had occupied the cabin, and Captain 
Downman himself was intermixed with 
the crowd of fugitives in the ward-room, 
cheerfully adapting himself to the severity . 
Qf the case. I take a pride in mention- 
ing his friendly and generous cqnduct t^o. 
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ill} his visitors, ypon this disag|i5«2|bki 
occasioi). 

After cruisiqg about for a fortnight 
with the Santa Dorothea, 1 was at length 
laiKled at Naples, But Naples did not 
seem to aflford any better security from the 
visitation of the common perturbator of 
spankind, than the country we had fled 
fl^om. The populate, however, were dis-r 
posed to defepd their rjghts; they only 
wanted an English for9e to support them : 
they appeared to expect it with confidence; 
they were only undeceived upon the arri-; 
yal of a cutter, with letters from the ComT 
mander^ in Ghjef pf the army and navy, 
telling me th?t they y ere .going on an ej^-. 
peditiori to E^gypt, and deemicg (he know-i 
ledge and experienced might ^ possess iii 
that covmtry, essential to the public ser- 
yice, they requested that J should jpift 
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Shall I make a merit of my readiness to 
embark upon such an invitation? or shall 
I not rather say — ^What answer could an 
honest Englishman, and a faithful subject, 
make to so honourable a calWto so ho? 
pourable a distinction— rbql:, command ! | 
will «hgw the )vay. 

Here I enter upon my campaign. The 
Jleader will peruse, at ^11 events, in the fol- 
lowing pages, effusions of an arduous and 
patriotic turn of mind : he will see that I 
had calculated upon the invasion of Egypt 
sixteen years ago, as much from the ordi- 
nary flu^tuationsi in the tide qf Power, as 
from the natural avidity of power in the 
bosoms of men. As the tide ebbs on on^ 
$ide, it must necessarily flow on the other. 
I consiider Egypt as conquered by the arms 
pf England. I hs^ve attempted to do jus- 
tice to the brave soldiers who conquered it. 
\t is a question now^ whether w^ shoujc^ 
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fc*ep itF That we should keep it, ftpfjears 
ib ihe to be a matter of necessity : that we 
ought to keep it, is to be seen in its worth t 
in its importance to the commerce ; and in 
th^t^ to all the other interests of the state. 
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LETTiJR 

V 

TO THE 

JIIGHT HON. HENRY DUNDAS, 

^OHR OF 
HIS majesty's PRIKCIPAL secretaries of STATS| 

4^. 4-c. 4-c. 

WAR DEPARTMENT, 



SIR, 

X HAVE the honour to inform you, that in 
consequence of a letter I received yester- 
day, from -his Excellency Admiral Lord 
Keith, dated Mahon^ November l«th, tel- 
ling me that he ^yas going with Sir Ralph 
Abercromby on an expedition to a coun«* 
try where my knowledge and experience 
inight be of essential service to the cause^ 

arid inviting me tp join him ^t Malta, 1 am 

«  » • 

going this day to embark on his Majesty^s 
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frigate Greyhound, commanded by Cap- 
tain Ogle, to.depart immediately for that 
destination, and shall be the happiest 
man in the world, if I can contribute on^ 
afom only to the attainment of the desired 
end. 

And, Siv, you must permit me to tell 
you^ that I bad not waited to receive this 
invitation to determine me to go upon this^ 
service ; for having heard that the expedi- 
tion was expected to arrive at Malta on 
t^e waj^ to Egypt, I had resolved to repair 
thither to volunteer my best services, 
thinking that they might be useful to 4he 
cause ; and this Mr. Locke, our Consul 
here, can attest. I may be allowed to 
take some pride to myself for this anticir 
pated, unasked proof of unabated zeal^ 
for the king's service, and in a <:ertai)3^ 
title it will give toe tp your favour. do^ 
approbatipn. 
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Now, with regard to our jyjogpect, air 
though I am sure that the expediticm wiU 
be crowned with ^ttcce&s ; yet the obsta- 
cles which the French will. have raised 
to it, a»d which did not exist when they 
lajifted^ will require some length of tm9 
to be overcome. 

I cannot^ Sh, in the short moment of 
time, at present allowed me tjo writer entef 
distinctly into the matter, nor give m|r 
ideas (crowdii]tg together a^ they do by 
the pressure of the Qceaaion) so clearly as 
I could wish to do ; but considering tbsM 
obstacles to owr approach on the sbore^* 
and the present bad season to overcome 
them iui I see- no alternative so good aia 
landing the army at Acri, and marching 
them along the coast into Egypt ; and tfaia 
is supported by the following reflections : 
and first,*^^^ because, although the iseasosi 
for debarkation along the coast is badj it 
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is the mildest season of the year for the 
troops to march in;— because this pre^ 
viotis marching towards Egypt, will be a 
kind of necessary preparation, and gra- 
duation of climate for the troops; — be- 
cause it Will afford us an opportunity of 
reclaiming Gezar Pasha to our purpose^ 
and to good and e£fectual purpose in all 
respects ; — because it will bring our army 
in countenance and co*operation with the 
Vizir's army ; — because it will connect us 
with the Arabs, and open a road of com- 
munication with our friends, if any come 
firom India by the Red Sea, and the Ma- 
maluks in Upper Egypt ;-^because if will 
necessarily force the enemy to extend their 
line of defence, and give us of course a 
much more various option of attack;— « 
because, by entering Egypt on the Damiata 
side, we may be supported by the co-ope- 
operation, and receive the very essential 
assistance of the fleet." These are the 
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fdremdst ideas of my: mind: when the. 
Commanders of this expedition arepleasedl' 
to call upon mejbr information of any. 
kind^ I shall be more than. willing, as far 
as I may be able, to give it. My satisfac- 
tion will be complete, if I can give it to 
any good eflPect. 

But, 5ir, feeling as I do the importance, 
the necessity rather of this expedition to 
the interests of England ; I rather join in 
the wishes of all Italy, and the exigence 
of the case, that it were for the present; 
moment to give way to as important, to 
the more important, because more urgent 
measure of saving Italy, Naples I mean ! 
jfrom the arms of the French. . 

For it appears to tae, that Bonaparte 
seeing in his incursion into. Syria, how 
near he had touched ( for ^he only failed by 
his miscarriage at Acri) upon the totai- 
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subversion of the Turkish empire, 
brooding upon that design; and 
suspicions has attempted, by very sc< 
propositions, to debauch both Russ 
Austria ipto a confederacy for di 
between them the whole ten-itorj 
dominion of that country. 

And the evasive conduct, or 
couiUable conduct of both those p 
since the reAum of Bonaparte to E 
not only suggests^ but confirms thot 
picions ; and the facility of the exec 
were they actually agreed, adds ft 
my jq^rehcDsions. 

But Austria may see circimistan 
danger to herself, perhaps, in this 
tion, which may give her some hes 
in deciding: and from this the y< 
nay, which succeed so fi^quently t 
other in all the measures df the Ai 
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if they trould see the EngliiA amiy ifi 
Italy, the Austrian^ -codld say to the 
French:; youAcaimot ^xeqittt your designs 
upon Ti^ioey, Sot the £ngHsh will keep 
you out of Aibaniat hy opposite ycmr in- 
vasion of the kingdom pf Naples ; and 
with ^fa^r ^outit^naitee j you will not so 
easily intimidate us 4nlo ^our nieastnes. 



But |f Austria ddih not See heiselfsilp 
polled by 'fr^nds-oti richer 4ide, i^he must 
hesitate ^4ill;—«h(3«nlM dktain a fresh 
armistice j— «he must at length join the 
t'rertch:: 

Whether alone, or confederate with 
Austria, the French take advantage df this 
armistice infallibly to invade the rest *c»f 
Italy: to invade the kingdom of -Naples 

E 
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especially ; and so distribute their forces 
along the Pugjia to embark and pass over 
into Macedonia, into Bosnia and Albania, _ 
and ftomiOtranto into the Morea. They 
will, /Upon landing, insurge the Greeks to 
a man; for they are already all insurged 
in their; hearts to a man; and the Turkish 
empire WiU extinguish like a spark. 

 

. Therefore, Sir, this should be. first pre- 
vented* , Our army $bould coirie first to 
Italy ; it would determine the Austrians to 
aptwith vigour. The Fi^odi di^ppointed 
of this measure^ yoii weaken their argu- 
mient with Russia; you take the ground 
from under their feet. They would not be 
very easy in Egypt- I think that they would 
wish to evacuate Egypt upon any terms* 

fiut persuaded as I am of the triumph 
of our forces in Italy, were they to come; 
(persuaded, I say, because the enthusiasm 
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of the whole people to join us is so un- 
equivocally pronounced^ as they are given 

« 

to expect it) I would not at all corisent.to* 
the simple evacuation of Egypt : I would 
take it by force of arms. 

Because the possession of ISgypt, as it 
is become a question between England 
and France^ of * thine or mine/ will be a 
measure* indispensable to the preserva- 
tion of the British dominion in the East 
Indies; ^and, with regard to the circum- 
stances of the Ottoman power, can dnly' 
be effectually accomplished by the trial 
of our arms. We shall have time to do 
this. We should first disappoint this 
plan of union and confederacy to divide 
the Turkish empire ; riot because the 
Turkish empire can be long upheld, but 

a ' 

to defeaf a confederacy so danger6us to 
the interests of England; to oppose the 
progress of the French in Europe. 
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Should we leave them to their 7ougii(fe) 
and go first to Egypt We shall ' coiiquef 
Egypti I believe ; but to whal effect ? 

In looking behind us^ we may see them 
enthroned on the wreck of the Turkish 
empire. I expect it t 

Vou will remember, Sir^ how long ago 
I have spoken of the consumptive state of 
the Turkish empire. You will remember, 
Sir^ tny Speculations on the situation and 
resources of Egypt, wherein I predicted^ 
from my knowledge pf these things, the 
pnobable invasion of Egypt^ and the infal^ 
lible success of the invader^ by whom^; 
soever attempted^ ^ 

And now, that we haVe so much mor6' 
evidence of its increasing impotence, in the 
vain efforts the Porte hath repeatedly made 
to. repress the insolence of an insignificant 



rebels at the v£iy gates of Constantinople; 
shall we suppose that Bonaparte will be 
blind to the opportunity which ^ill suggest 
itself in such inviting tenns to his ambi* 
tion» (the _ moment we are engaged with 
our army in Egypt) to execute thii hiif 
som^ tim^ premeditated desig;n. 

I am convinced, Sir, that, although the 
estrangement of Rus$ia from th^ confede-* 
racy against the French innovation may 
have had various causes, the policy whid^ 
h^. beien adopted in the room of it^^ in 
favour, of an enemy so. sincerely repro-* 
bated before, can only be an efifect of oyeri 
tures made by Bonaparte to dismember 
and divide between them the Turkish 
«iii{)irAi 

AimI if Russia hath acceded tg thi^^ pro- 
posals and that Austria should be forced 
to ac^ttk t<) U by pur ^pigmiqit to Egypt, 
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I see nothing to oppose the inundation of 
Turkey in a moment of time. 

I see another armistice immediately set- 
tled in Italy; — I see the French forces 
consequently pouring down in torrents to- 
wards Ancona, and Brindisi, andOtranto; 
— I see the armies of Russia ready to 
irrupt into Moldavia; — I see the Aus- 
trians accumulating all along the Danube ; 
: — I see the French providing embarkation 
for their troops and fleets to protect their 
^descent along the Coasts of Dahnatia, £pi- 
iiis, Corinth, and the Morea— I see the 
•^ Greeks insurgedjU-I see Constaritinopfe 
invested ;— ^I see th6 Turk expire. 



' • • • • • • 1 



This is the scheme by which Bonaparte 
appears to have dissolved the combination 
against France ; arid to have * (fijimed its 
engines quite round to Ihe purposes of 
his own ' evefeddsighing ' Capacity and 
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ambition. If Iiis judgment is equal to his 
ambition, I think that he will take no care 
about our expedition to Egypt, and oc* 
cupy himself entirely about the execution 
of his! new design. But as ambition, inor- 
dinate ambition especially, is of too tur« 
bulent a nature to leave the judgment in 
its characteristic clearness of seeing, and 
deliberate perspicacity in determining its 
options : and as I have great faith in my 
principles about right and wrong, (i. e.) 
that a right course leadeth to prosperity ; 
<*r-that a wrong course leadeth to confu- 
sion. I confide in this truthj and will con- 
tinue to hope that we shall do well, and 
that Bonaparte will be disappointed. 

I have received letters in charge from 
his Royal Highness the Duke d'Aosto^ for 
Lord Keith and for General Abercromby, 
to explain the expeditecy of coming first 
to Ital;^ ; the exigency of the case ; the 
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wish of ti3« people : their entibusiumi as 
ibey are taught to believe that the English 
^zxt coining to defend them ; their dejec- 
tion, as any thing appears to disturb their 
hopes: and his Roy?! Highness lias 

charged me verbally to enforce his per- 
suasives by opinions of my own. » * 

9ih JDi^emUr, 1800. 



JVofe. — ^I wat intermpted here, by a 
summons to embark, and I could not 
finish my letter. 

General M y who was present at 

the moment of this interruption, read my 
letter, and regretted that it couU not be 
sent, and so did Mr. Locke, but I coiild 
not in that state of hmi*y and confuskm 
go on any further.. It was written on the 
9th day of Diecember, l&QO. In lieu of it, 
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however, I M^rote a short letter to Mn 
Dundas, just to inform tiim of my destiaaih 
tion, and to recommiend my bmHy to his 
friendship in case of my death, meaning 
certainly not to shrink from any hazard ef 
my companions in this perilous enterprise* 
JBut I am returned with tidings of victory 
to my country • with good omens of fW* 
lure success ; and with redoubled confi- 
dence that the cause of virtue will for 
ever triumph. 

I embarked on the Greyhound^ and 
sailed the same day, and on the 19th, af- 
ter a very pleasant passage in all respects^ 
arrived at Malta. I delivered my letters, 
but the decree was gone forth : the signal 
was out for preparing to sail. On the 
20th, a captured polacca from Alexandria 
was brought in^ having Tallien on board, 
with Magallon, the ancient Consul and 
colleague of mine, for many, many years 
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in Egypt* He was the man who, con- 
founding all distinctions in the new re- 
piiUican doctrines, was the foremost to 
seize on, and confiscate the property of 
his old friend ; although, as it has been 
reported to me, the matter was referred 
hy Bonaparte to his absolute discretion, 
•' La France," he said, ** est faite pour 
conquerir, et non pas pour faire des 
compliments.'^ 

In this captive state, however, being 
informed that I was on board the Admi- 
ral's ship, he desired to see me; and the 
Admiral desiring also that I should see 
him, I went along side the prize. 

'^ J'y viens, et vous y allgz,*' he said. 

" Oui, s'il plait a Dieu, nous y irons.'* 

" Vous y trouverez de vos effets/' 



..'r 
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" Quels effets?" said I. 



" Vos livres. 



»» 



" *Bon !'* said I, " mes livres ! et Ic 
Teste?'' 



** Ah! pour le reste," said he, ^* J en 
suis fache!'* 

" Vous n avez jamais manque de rien, 
J'espere?'* said he. 

I answered him, not caring to reproach 
him in that situation, *^ la Fortune ne ma 
jamais afFectee. Je croyois seulement qu* 
on respectoit, par une loi constitutionelle, 
les efFets d un Diplomat !" 

Taliien, (who was by his side not 
known to me) said, " II est vrai ; mais 
vous allez vous-meme vous dedommager.** 
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t 

^^ £t dans le cifk que je ne me <ltdom^ 
mage pas/* said I, *' le Consul Bonaparte 
n auroit point egard a la loi?" 

^ MomiQiirj'' said be^ s^ dans cse caa- 

la^ je vais en France, je pourrois y center 
pour quelque chose; rappellez-vous dc^ 
moi, jqsuis Tallienj vpufli avejientendu 

de moi ?'* 

Aad L^atd. " Ceitaiaeaifut, j^ vous 
connois. de riom. Je ni)^l;)jiierai pa« au 
moins votre ofFre/* 

*> Je suis homme d'honneur, Monsieur^** 
said he« 

And so we parted, 

I augured well of this simplicity of dis- 
course ; not for my own afiairs, because 
I shall neycr look to France fqr any 
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inclemnity of my loss, but for the idea so 
Isimply expressed, of my going to Egypt 
to repay myself for my losses* 

To others, I am told, he talked in a 
different style. He said the French would 
giv^ us a good reception \ that they had 
tao objection to our visit ; that they would 
do us honour, and so on. 

We sailed oil the Sl^t, and my letter 
to my friend and kinsman^ John Baldwin^ 
relates our visit, and the reception we 
received, 

George Baldwin. 
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THE ARMY, 



» » 



ON AN 



EXPEDITION TO EGYPT. &£, 



v^5 /(> /Ae Climate* 

• . . . y  . ... 

N January^ February, and March, the 
weather, is variable, but more good than 
badi Over head is generally dry. The.heat 
is supportable. Sometimes rain, but uiider. 
foot sandy and dry.^ In rainy weather; the, 
ground on the banks pf the Nile and ill the 
cultivated lands slippery, but not swampy, 
excepting in the ricp-giyounds. 

April and May, the heats are often ex- 
cessive. The desart or khumseen winds 
blow at times : they commonly last three 

F 
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days. The intervals of these mods are 
very supportable ; under fi)ot dry. These 
khumseen winds^ if so late in the season 
as the end of May, are sometimes deadly* 
The best repair is in the ground-floor, 
cooled by water. 

June: the north-west winds set in, 
blowing strong, but not tempestuously « 
The Nile waters begin to increase. 

July and August : the Nile increasing, 
atid attaineth its greatest heights. The 
north-west winds as before. The air very 
much tempered ind refreshed by these 
windS) fttid increasing watetis. 

September : the waters are let in upon 
a great portioli of the land. The air is. 
still move refreshed by these expanded 
waters. At night, the breeze comes off 
the land. 
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October, November, and December, are 
pleasant months on all accounts. TKe 
climate is generally very healthy. Inflam- 
mations in the eyes are caught by sk^ng 
(in a perspired stat^} in a current of airt 
Fluices are got by sloping uncovered^ or 
too lightly covered in the night air. Th^ 
ni^t air is wonderfully thin^ and search* 
ing to the bowels. The plague may be 
kept off by keeping the impested at a <ii$^ 
tance, and making them peribrm quaran* 
tine. Anointing the body with olive oil, 
will preserve any man from infection, and 
will, in most cases, cure- the already in- 
fected. 



p2 
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As to the Disembarkation of the Army, 
The Coast considered. 

During the Winter months, arid most 
commonly in ' January, February and 
Marchy we experience some stormy wea- 
ther ; but seldom ' itiore than twice in a 

' ' ' * • 

season; arid some . years not at alL The 

* * • * 

Storms begin in the southern quarter, and 
veer round to the south-west, when the 
wind blows very strdng ; but ships get off 
the coast, and go for Shelter to Cyprus. 
The storm then veers round to: the \ftst 
and hbtth-west, blows hard, and drives in 
a tremendous sea upon the coast. The 
ships in the eastern port run great hazard ; 
but in the old or western port, ride safe. 
These storms are commonly over in three 
days. 

In the intervals of these storms, the 
weather is moderate and pleasant : and thel 
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winds com^ sometimes ofiPthe shore; but 
the prevailipg wind is north-easj, blowing 
right along* shore^ pot violent, and ali^ays 
smooth water, 

* * • fc  ^ • 

The . French army landed to the westr 
ward of the old port, behind th^ point 
which forms the westernmost boundary of 
the old port of Alexandria. There stands 
on this point a marabut, or sanctuary, and 
in its neighboifrhood there is gopd fresli 
Welter, but in what quantity \ know not: 
the French have raised a battery on this 
point. From this po;nt fups a ridge of 
rocks under watei*, north-eastward, for 
Ipore than a mile into the' sea. Ships 
coming into port, when round this ridge, 
mu^t cojn^ upder t|ie fire of this battery, 
per force^ 

AH great ships goipg out of the old port, 
pspally come to ^p anchor short of thi$ 



/ 
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poiiit, io wait for a good opportunity to go 
but. The distance from the nearest castk 
of Alexandria I judge at three miles, in a 
direct line ; but the French master of a 
vessel we have taken, now only twelve 
days from Alexandria, calls this distance 
six miles. 

Ships of a thousand tons burthen, laden 
with merchandise, navigate this part : so 
did all the Captain Pasha's squadron (ex- 
oftpting his own three-decker, which he did 
notchoose to hazard) sail in, and about, and 
out again of this port,- in the year 1786, 
under my own eye and observation. - 

The road, leading from the point to- 
wards the city, is chiefly rocky and hard 
ground, but not bad to tread. In your ap- 
proach toward the city, you come upon a 
neck of land, bordered on your right -by 
the lake Mareotisj and on your fcft by the 
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sea. In ptssing along this ntck of land, 
you pass over the catacomki» wh«vt a 
mine ioightb« apprehended. Th* entrance 
to these catacombs is near ihe lea» distant 
from the city about a mile or morei, 

The landing place to the city is upon a 
sandy beach^ easy » and always practicable. 

Ths French captain informs me that a. 
irall has been raised by the French, leading 
from the old port round the westemmoat 
hill of the ancient city » encompasaiog the 
whole of the modem city, quite to the 
tower called Cleopatra a Palace ; but thai 
this wall had no Qther purpose thw to kenp 
out the Turkish cavalry. Very few cisterns 
can be contained within thia eoceiote. 



The eastenunost hill is lituatod about 
half way in the entrance of the txirrow part 
of the andent aiy^ and eomma&df almost 
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all the ciistems from which th? t*wrt is 
indispensably? supplied with water. ; Both 
ihills are fortified by the French, jind may 
•annoy- each other. 

Without the walls of the ancient city^ 
near to the easternmost hill, are high 
grounds: which overlook the walls, and 
can annoy that hill. Within the walls, 
al&o, from the Rosetto gate ta the hill, are 
high grounds^ capable of annoying the hilt. 
If this hill were mastered, it would com- 
mand most of the cisterns. You might, 
hy the possession of this hill, cut off the 
^supply of water from the city, and force 
the enemy to a speedy composition. 

Nowj to conie under the walls of the 
ancient city eastward, if the hope of land- 
ing to- the westward is relinquished,^ we 
have nothing to do but go to Aboukir. 
Unless it may be preferred (by favour of 
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the north-east wind, which blows right 
into the new port) to go straight in and 
seize upon the place by a coup-de*main. 
This might be done, with little danger (as 
I apprehend) by night. 

The boats might come into the port, 
and land to the left along the beach^ upon 
a spacious plain, from which you diverge 
by two or three principal streets, in a 
western direction, into the heart of the 
city; or along the ruinous walls to the 
north-east, under Cleopatra's Needle, 
bringing you upon the lesser hills at the 
back (northward) of the village at the 
Rosetto gate: or rather by striking in a 
straight line south as you land, go about 
four hundred paces direct to this for- 
midable hill, and stoim it. The im- 
portance of this post, would make me 

strive to carry it: but those who know 

* 

what concerns the execution better than 
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me,. m»y think it wis«r to proceed to 
A|>oukir. 

At Aboukir, the landing (mcQ forced, 
and the fortress subdued , the great diffi* 
culty presenting to the army is the want of 
water^ until possession is obtained of the 
bill of Alexandria ; the distance is ^boiit 
fourteen miles^ The road is hard, and the 
French captain informs me, ha» been 
made carriageable« On each side of the 
road, going from Aboukir to Alexandria 
(that is to say on the right) are hills of 
ruins between the road and the sea ; 9nd 
on the left are sand-hills, but passable to 
the cavalry. 

There is water at Aboukir, b*U brack- 
jsb, and not abundant: the road leads to 
the eastern (called the Ro$etto) , gate of the 
ancient city ; but about a mile; before you 
come to the gatOi on your leit» you see tbfi 
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fiooous canal wiuch carries the Nile wator 
to Alexandria, with plantations of [>abn 
trees on each side of it : turnki}; to your 
k&, pursuing the course of the canial, you 
arc brought to the foot of hills, on the 
Aunmit of which stands the column of the 
worid— Pompey's Column! from whic^h 
I have said the principal hill might be 
annoyed. The walls of the ancient city 
lay between, but are ho better than rotten 
paper. 

Immediately within the Rosetto gate, 
on each side of the road, is a village ; but 
rising gradually, to the right and left, to 
hills not much inferior to the principal 
hiU. The hills on the left lead quickly to 
the principal hill, and offer great facilities 
lor ae^sailing this formidable post. The 
hiUs on the right present great iiiequalitiesy 
and in a view to besieging the principal 
^ill, afford good repair from the enemy's 
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^ot) and every circumstance of ground 
i^b favour your approaches, .To thehbrdir 
waid of these inequalities^ about one-third 
of a mile, is (he wall of the city ; behiqd 
that, a ditch : and beyond that, a slip of 
level ground, quite to the coast of ihe sea. 
AH these hills. are heaps of ruins accumu- 
Jated from the ancient city. This is what 
occurs to me concerning Alexandria, at^ 
tempted from Aboukir, . 

But if we are to look further than 
Aboukir for a place to make Our descent, 
along the coast five or six miles, there is a 
passage into the Maadie lake. If this lake 
is navigable to our boats (whkh I judge it 
must be, from, seeing fishing boats in jt) ; 
the army might go into tliis lake unmo* 
lested . from . Aboukir, and come to. the 
back of it, nearer to Alexandria; or might 
turn to the east^^nd go near to the banks 
of the Nile ; or dp both ; and by mean( 
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of this lake, keep: up a* cdm^imiclatiQii* 
from the Nile tQ the :9j3ig|ibQurhoo4 of 
Alexandria; 



Or if it iQ^y be clieeme4( expedient to 
occupy the Boggs df .Roaetto, the army 
might) whether. from the; lake or pursuing 
alpng the bji^achi come to the back of the 

»   

ca$tle of Rosetto, and what other batteries 
the French^ may havje raised to opposie the, 
entrance into the Rosetto branch . of the 
river. There may be no need of discanting* 
upon- the importance of possessing the 
navigation info .this braiacfa of the Nile. 



• * 



To attempt to force a landing (by forcr 
iiig this passage into the Nile) on the banks: 
of the Nile ; would require: goAd weather, 
good pilotis, and many ccmtiilgent consi^ 
derations, which, at thisseason of theyear,* 
are not so much to be depended upon. In 
July, August^ and l^eptember, this might 
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be adviMdylhe wieather being steady, and 
ihe water over the bar sufficient ; the saine 
of the Damiata branch ; but, 

If we are to go still forther,to examine 
what the coast of Palestioe ofkn eligible 
to our purpose, I would say that the Bay 
of Acri will receive our whole feet j— that 
the landing of the army maybe effected 
<|u»etJy ;~-that the country, at this season 
of the year, is not unhealthy; — that the 
weather is very supportable; — that the 
march of the army, unmolested by an 
enemy, might habituate the troops in 
some measure to the country, and to the 
ways and means of living in it ;--4hat go- 
ing even by this little progradation towards 
Egypt, may be a sort of seasoning to the 
anny;^tbat horses may be had .to mount 
the cavalry, and camels to transport the 
baggage '-^that by thu way you may de- 
pend OB the o»<operation of the Gi-and 
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Virir*s army, yoit ivill open a comtriuni- 
cation with the Arabs, and may ensure a 
very active coroperation from 'the Mama- 
luks : all these citcumstances, of great 
weight in the election to be made, and to 
which I should be almost decisively in* 
clined, were we not stopt at the threshold 
by a consideration superseding all others, 
to say — the existence at this moment of 

the plague in the army of the Grand Vizir. 

« 

Therefore, I presume, that this mea- 
sure will be abandoned. The expedition 
appears to me to be otherwise undertaken 
under every omen of success. The people 
of Egypt, the Arabs, the Mamaluks, are 
all most unequivocally determined in fa- 
vour of the English nation; and seeing 
them once on shore, effectually to support 
them, will feel and manifest an enthusiasm 
which we may see it necessary, perhaps, 
to endeavour to restrain. 
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This is wfaai occurs tQ.mc at this timCi 
If information, should tie wanting upon any 
point within the compass of my experience 

! ft 

or judgment, I am devoted to the cause. 

G. Baldwin* 

First Aa^ of the Jirst ' . 

year of the nine- 
teenlh century. 
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LETTER 

' TO 

THE RIGHT HONOURABLE 

SIR RALPH ABERCROMBY, K.B. 

COMftTANDBR IN CHIEF OP TKB BRltl^H iTORCES 

OtSTXMID OK AN 

EXPEDITION TO EGYPT. 



SIR, 

1 HE danger with which our army will 
be threatened, if we copie into any close 
co-operation with the Turkish army under 
command of the Grand Vizir, from the 
circumstance of the contagion being known 
to be doing havock in that army, has made 
it incumbent on me to address to your 
Excellency the inclosed c0py of an Essay * 
on that ditstemper,andthe remedy resulting 

• Vide Essay on the Plague. 

G 
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from it, both as a preservative and cure, 
warranted by the evidence erf thousands in 
a long and extensive experience of nine 
years. 

But, notwithstanding that this remedy 
will operate as a preservative and cure in 
the alarming necessity which would call for 
the application^ I presume that the better 
way, considering the fatal consequences 
which may be dreaded from such an evil 
to our army, will be the surest way^ and 
that will be ab incipio to guard against 
any, and every possible, communication 
with the Turkish atmy. 



« I 



/I 



I do not know what importance your 
liXcellency may set upon the co-operation 
of the Grand Vizir's army in the scale of 
our purposed exertions ; but this I may be 
permitted to say, that the most effectual en- 
deavours, and the m^i c^io^lete successes 
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will be made vain by the introduction of 
the Plague among us ; and greater mis- 
fortunes be entailed by it upon our country, 
than our ardour to serve it will let us be 
aware of. I am sure the sense your Excel- 
lency must entertain of this danger, will 
apologize itself for the freedom in sug« 
gesting it. ' 

If it may be necessary to $oft6n the de- 
termination your Excellency may come to, 
to bar all communication between the two 
armies, by a qualification remonstrative of 
the necessity of it ; it might be urg^;that 
in caies of contagion it is our custotn s6 to 
do, and that the contagion ceasing in Egypt 
towards the end of June, our communica- 
tion might then be resumed with proper 
effect. 



»  

And as a political measure, I think, Sir, 

' . • 

that this appearance of non co-operation 



/■ 



iS4 HISTOtlCAL RECOLLECTIONS 

with the Vizir^s army will be likeliest to 
gain to our side the hearty co-operation 
of the Mamaluks, and of the peasantry of 
Egypt. 

And I am so intimately persuaded of 
this temper of the Mamaluks^ and of the 
peasantry and population of Egypt, as to 
dare aver with confidence, that they will 
only join us upon a presumption that we 
will act as a shield, and interpose between 
them and the power of the Ottomans. 
And, moreover, my persuasion is, that they 
will positively join the French to keep both 
of us out« if they can suspect that our 
design can ever be to abandon them to 
such a fate. 

The ambition and hope of the Mama* 
luk is to reign ; to recover his sovereignty : 
The known, and now become necessary^ 
policy of the Turk, is to annihilate the 
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Mamaluk, and to despoil the country of its' 
wealth. 

With these reflections for the present, 
which I hope you will ascribe to nothing 
but zeal, I beg leave to subscribe with due 
respect and deference, 

Your Excellency's 
' most devoted, and 

most obedient Servant, 

GEORGE BALDWIN. 



On har(i his Msjesiy^s ship pQudroyant, 
Mamorhe Bt^yj Feb* ly 1801. 
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MY DEAR COUSIN, 

vVhat changes and what miracles are 
brought to passiby a lapse of fifteen years 
of time ! I have inquired of your whole 
course, and hear that you too have had 
your vicissitudes of bitter and sweet. I 
left you a boy, and now find you with 'a 
military rank and fame to be spoken of 
with pride by your friends, and with ho- 
nour to yourself. I have received great 
satisfaction in these accounts, for you may 
remember that I was a very frequent visi- 
tor in your family, and was at home among 
you familiar^ as nothing but a very sincere 
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afiection could make me. Now you arc 
sending me invitations to come and see 
you at Winchester; telling me, by way of 
inducement, that you have a room and 
comfort to offer to me. I thank you for 
these proofs of unequivocal regard for me ; 
but coming, as I do, from the rude and 

arduous scene of war, where stones are 

« 

softened, by our sense of glory ^ into pil- 
lows of down, believe me^ my dear friend, 
the room and comfort I should look for in 
coming to you would be no where but in 
your heart, and in my own desire to meet 
you: and I would come immediately^ but 
I am become so important to the world by 
the information I bring from Egypt, that I 
cannot command an hour of time. The 
eagerness of the public to know (and the 
tribute of justice due to the brave army of 
Egypt, to let the public know) what Bri^ 
tish valour can accomplish, engages me 
9II the day long: I am overwhelmed by 
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the caresses of the public for telling thc} 
tale. You have entreated your father also^ 
to let you partake of this tale ; and cou^ 
suiting nothing but my anxiety to oblige 
you, and forgeting that you are of military 
distinction, I hastily promised to tell it to 
you myself, and he as hastily bound me 
to my undertaking : — 

Therefore, Sir, you arc to know, that 
the expedition to Egypt being resolved 
and ordered by Government, and the whole 
force assembled at Minorca, the Comm^fi- 
ders in Ghief^ recollecting that such a mm 
as G. B. had been known to have resided 
many years in Egypt, and might be pre- 
sumed, of course, to possess much local 
and othei*wise useful information about 
that country; and hearing that he wa^ 
somewhere in Italy, took the determinaticH) 
to 3end a cutter to find him pi/k^i aQ4 ^ipg 
bvmd »t Naples^ letters wi^^ presented to 
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jnc from Lord Keith and General Aber- 
cromby, requesting me to accompany the 
expedition, as deeming the knowledge and 
experience (which they were so good as 
to say they well knew I possessed of that 
country) essential to its good success. 
This was an honour that could admit o{ 
no excuse, 

I had retired from the world, indeed, 
fatigued with long service and unavailing 
success respecting my own foFtunes; and 
having no other wish (resigned as I was 
to an obstinate fate) than for tranquillity 
and peace. 

It was a prospect, however, veiy far 
from tranquillity and peace that now 

opened upon me: but I was called upon' 

» 

by my country; and what Englishman 
could be deaf to such a call ? It was too 
proud a distinction for any man to be deaf 
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to; and I heard her voice and obeyed it. 
I ain now glsid that I obeyed it ; for I h^ve 
been rewarded for my pains. I have seen. 
Sir, such action, such honour, such enter* 
prise, such heroism, as are treasures to my 
mind ! such eternal, . inexhaustible trea^ 
sures of delight to my soul^ as make all 
other treasures cheap to me ! Oh, that I 
could do justice to the tale!— *I shall 
attempt it. 

I had the happiness to embark with 
Captain Ogle, of his Majesty's frigate^ 
Gray hound; an officer highly distinguish- 
able for his activity in his public, and his 
generosity and politeness in his private, 
station ; and in nine days, to say on the 
1 8th of December, we joined the. fleet and 
army at Malta- 
Lord Keith would have me remain tvith 
his Lordship on board the Foudroyant, 



^4 fltSTOJttCAL RECOLLECTIONS 

find I couldi not, of counse^ say no. But 
Geberal Abercromby would also have had 
ttie with him } and I toid him that my idea 
was» that my proper station would be to 
be with the army, but that Lord Keith 
had fixed me with his Lordship, and that 
I should be at the disposal of either, 
whenever they might have occasion for 
my services. 

I remained with Lord Keilh, on board 
the Foudroyant; and on the 19th of De* 
cember, wc sailed for Mamorice. We took 
a French vessel on our pas6age> bound 
from Alexandria to Marseilles, having 
some officers^ passengers; on board* Wic 
got some infonnation from her, concert* 
ing their force at Alexandria; and in nine 
days, to say on the 28th of December, we 
anchored at Mamorice, This is part of 
the ancient kingdom of Garia, famous for 
Artioiisia, their queen; wlio raised that 
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Stupendous monkiiAeitt to Mausolo, her 
deceased lord, irpm which all filtufe se«- 
pulcfaral edifices took the name of Mau> 
soleums. .It is on the coast now called 
Caramania. 

I was employed on the passage, noting 
(by General Abercromby's desire) what** 
ever might occur to me relative to the 
object of the expedition; and upon our 
aiTival at Mamorice, I presented them to 
hi m for his use and approbation.'^ 

Why we should assemble at Mamorke^ 
was said to be to concert measures with 
the Ottoman Porte ; Ao purchase horses to ^ 

mount our cavalry; to collect ships to 
transport them; to procure Turkish gun*- 
boats to cover our landing; and vessels of 
lighter burthen to enter the lakes* 

* These will be found in the preceding pages. 
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It took up to the SSd of February to 
effectuate these purposes. Meanwhile the 
sick ivere^ put on shore, and various en- 
campments formed* Alternately, the whole 
army was on shore, paraded and refreshed. 
I saw them frequently, and sufficiently 
observed them to augur well of their un- 
dertaking ; and to conclude decbively in 
my own heart, that they would infallibly 
conquer. 

When many of the officers have said to 
me — Baldwiq, what do you think , of it ? 
The French will beat us ! (meaning ironi- 
cally) and I have said — No ! The French 
ry .beat these men? — No! You will conquer, 

if you will conquer. And they have said— 
then we will conquer, please God. 

Tcssunt quia posse videntur. — Vi rg 1 1.. 

For they can ponquer who believe they can. DaroBN* 
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It is rather a melancholy refiectionv 
however, thfit whilst we were: devoting pur. 
time to the purposes mentioned, at Ma*' 
moricei the French w«^ getting rcfia- 
forcements of men drid ammunition inta 
Alexandria ; and ptherw;i$e increasing the 
diflEiculty of our entei^rise beyond the 
measures we could possibly acquire to 
overcome them. 

ft 

But the day came at length for our de- 
paiture from Mamorice, and the army 
sailed, impatient and glad, and full, of 

spirits to bring the question to an issue. 

• • • 

It was o^ the ZSd day of February 
that we left Mamorice, with a strong 
nprtherly gale, and fair. The whole fleet 
and convoy got safe out, and a very for- 
midable assemblage we displayed. On the 
passage, however, our gale , increased too. 
Qiuch for our convoy pf^^e^s and Turks 
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ta persevere in^ and they deserUd us to a 
maB I So that upon our arrival at Aboukir,' 
en the 2d of March, we were the same in- 
sufficient force, (if such a word can apply 
to such an army) with which we departed, 
Bine weeks before, horn thd Island of 
Malta. 

Nothing, however, could dismay us. 
Let us land ! was the universal cry. Let 
us finish it ! To death or victory ! 

But cm the day we arrived, although 
very fine, we could not be prepared to 
land ; and on the next day, there came on 
another severe gale of wind, and made it 
impossible for us to think of attempting to 
do any thitig until the seventh of March. 
In this interval of time, the French had 
opportunity to collect all the scattered di- 
visions from the country, to strengthen 
their opposition to our landing; and w« 
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bad ihe moriificakkm tasee them pass un- 
interrupted, evoffy, day ialangtbe beach to* 
mrds Aboukif . Bat, at Sei^fa^ th^ wioid 
abating, the General was eoaUed to go in 
a boat to reconnoitre the shcxre^ and to dor 
termine upon the scite fittest for knding^ 
Sir Sidney Smith took the same opportu- 
nity to recoiruQoitre the lakes^ and in thtee 
ai^med kuoches. assailed a battery> toaki a 
bk)cktfaoiiie de&nded by fifiy WfitX. Qt) 
shores boarded a guard-boat at the entrvMCQ 
of the Aboukir lake, and after aacertainiog 
certain points of service, returned with a 
Ghief-d&iBri^de: captive, an ass^, m^ ^ 
Fdllab, Jta. drivw, to. the unspeakabifi 
anvusemi^t . of the whole, fleet. Trivial 
as* t&ls ievent appears, it^ had enougb in 
k to^ engage tiie sipiriti and exdite tim 
emulMion of the whole army: qvery man 
wished to hai^e been ef the partj^: it 
gave a gle^ to our preparation for tfad 
next day. 

u9 
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The orders were given. The mctt were 
to be in the boats by two o clock in the 
morning of the eighth ; and ugon the sig« 
nal of a rocket fired into the air from the 
Admiral's ship, the whole were to be put 
off towards the shore. 

The rendezvous was appointed to be 
wUhitt the drmed vessels stationed to cover 
the landing ; and here the boats were to 
form, and take their order for proceeding 
to the shore. 

, . / » 

The position of this rendezvous rela- 
tively to the coast, or scite appointed for 
the general disembarkation, may be de- 
scribed to be within the arch of a circle, 
whose base, on a line (of about three miles 
in length) drawn from one; extremity to 
the other, would be .about. a mile from the 
^re. 



^ ' 
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Within the line representing the base, 
were stationed the brigs of war and bomb* 
vessels deseed to cover the landing. The 
Mondovi, commanded by Captain Stewart^ 
was the centre ship of these ; and here did 
I ask leave to be, to look at this eventTul 
scene. 

The rocket was fired^ and the boats put 
off from the ships. I soon after got into 
my boat, and on my way came up with 
and passed the whole division of the army 
in about one hundred and fifty boats, and 
numbering nearly six thousand men. 

You will have anticipated my reflec- 
tions upon this scene. The silence of the 
night, and the solemnity of the business, 
passing along a space of six miles towards 
the shore, and amid this forest of ships, 
will naturally dispose one to many of those 
serious reflections, on the wonderful cast 
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and composition of men ; whith^ particu- 
larly at an hour so full of doom to thou^ 
sands of tis, will irresii^tibly intrude upooi 
and po^Se^s the mind* 

You s6fe foe in a boat, eti veloped by the 
sable hiahtle of the night, shrugged up to 
keep the cold from me ; my eyes turned up 

m 

to the rich bespangled heaven of Egypt, 
seeing the wonderfiil hand^of the Creator 
in every (H:b; his omnipotence present to 
my mind: nothing heard in this solemnity, 
but the diimal Murmur of odrsi thousands 
of oars dipping in tbd se&, pulling^ ^ager 
and hasty to destmction! And that I 
should be among them^. amid this tumult 
of war! reluctant to w^r» and rushing 
among the foremost into the horrors qf it I 
unaccountable d&stiny ofman ! ^^ 

Ah ! but ambition must have bpun4& ! 

a 

If ambition were to l»v^ • oo beuflKlir 
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ambition would overawe the world ! Then. 
who shall check ambition but the sons of 
freedom? But who shall be Worthy of 
freedom, but the virtuous? But who shall 
spurn at the impertinence of Gallic pride, 
but Englishmen? Then come oiil — To 
work! 

At about day-light, the whole divisiou 
were arrived at the rendezvous; and here 
they were employed arranging their mili- 
tary requisites until eight. It appeared, to 
our impatience, long. The French posi- 
tiop, as to extent and appearance, I hav9 
delineated; but fortified as it was, and 
defended by four thousand men, it might 
have resisted the world. I wish that I had 
talent to describe it to you; for having 
seen the display of its effects upon the land- 
, ing, from so near and central a situation, 
I ought to be able to impress you with a 
proper idea of its force. The Commander 
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in Chief saw it; but he viewed it whh a^ 
much calm as the opposition seemed to be 
stern and difficplt (o surmount : and there, 
where there seemed to be most strength, 
there did he determine to n^ake his attaci;* 
J have been told, that it is the charac- 
teristic feature of his military life always 

so to do: and he did it — and he did 

... . . • • - • • 

well I 

The hour for moving forward at length 
came ; the whole division was immediately 
in motion : the right wing under the fire 
pfthe cattle of A^oukir; the centre, undier 
^ sand-hill near sixty yards high, in the 
front ^nd centre of t)ie French position ; 
find the left wing on the right of t^e 
Frenph, leading from the priijcipal sand- 
hill to a low point, terminating at the 
entrance of the Aboukir lake. The spaces, 
from the extremities of the French po^i- 
(ion to the con^manding hjll ix\ the (^e^tr^, 
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were interspersed with inferior sand-hills ; 
and in the. intervals between these sand* 
bills were stationed infantry and artillery 
innumerable, to annoy us. Ail this scheme 
of fortification appeared to refer its bear* 
ings to the great sand-hill in the centre, 
which, besides the cannon whiph were 
inountedon it to defend it, was^ on account 
of the natural difficulty in ascending ^ 
yielding soil, deemed inaccessible* 

r 

Under this amphitheatre of hills and 
hillocks, forming gradations which may 
be compared to the seats in those amazing 
structures, and on which cannon at fre* 
queht distances all around were placed, as 
well as men to annoy us, did our brave 
army advance. Not a Frenchman was to 
be seen; not in any array, nor on the 
^l>each ; but by stealth from their conceal- 
jnents. Our flat boats, with about fifty 
fijep ip .pach, were preceded by armed 
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launchesi to check the fire of the eheihy i 
but they suffered our boats umnolesteci td 
advance, until the whole division was 
within the arch of the circle already de- 
scribed ; then opened such an hail-^torm 
of shot and shells of all dimensions, from 
Within the M^hole circumference of this 
arch, from front and flanks ; such an hail 
storm^ I say, (for whoever saw the efiects 
of a most dreadful hail-storm upon the 
water, can alone conceive an idea of it) of 
l^hot and shells upon our boats, as nothing 
but the immediate hand of Providence 
tduld save from total submersion. 

 

Let a man figure to himself the eflect of 
^ single shell striking the water near a 
boat, and the columns of iVater it dashes 

4 

into the air before it, and then represent to 
himself the millions of these shot ^nd 
fehells^ falling all around and atnong our 
army of boats, in quantity like hail } then 
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be asisared that only on^ of tikis dcbsn dt 
boats was materially hurt by the percini'^ 
sion of a shell ; and that none were sub- 
'biersed by the inundation of water iipon 
them; and then let him; say » if an)r thing 
but the immediate hand of Pfbvidsince 
CQuld have saved them. 



XT' 






And let him a)jisitter, tha^4ttlder tkitf 
ttorm, which is oAly coiidide^d 6^ to \M^ 
real effects ; under this in^e^atit itdi'm Of 
shot and shells^ and grape and missile of 
every denomination, filling the air with 
cloud, and sulphur, and fire, and thunder, 
and smoke) and all the horrors of dan^a- 
tion fiilminating abotif them^ did Our brav^ 
army advance: yesi! sidvance! Rut' hOw 
advance? C!ooped ttp In boats like sheep; 
their hands i^cross \ipo» tlieir breattej in* 
active, not k($elis;bl0 l>f thtf droad&lr Idt to 
frhich «yery man vas Itsl^letiity iacposed { 
f tiil iiQ^itfHedi imdaltotelUy'aciysnce'; and 
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intrepid and impatient, gain at length the 
shore. 



There was, however, a moment in this 
proceeding like a pause, a very awful 
moment ; it was the moment which cost 
Major Ogle his life. I saw it from the 
poop of the Mondovi ; and from the pain* 
ful feeling it gave me, I felt myself shrink* 
ing from the horror ^of the scene : It was 
that point when 



  Gone so deep in gore. 
As dangerous to retreat as Wade quite o'er. 

I could not conceive the reason of this 
pause. I was trembling at the precipice 
which it presented to our affairs; when 
observing the beach, . I fancied that I saw 
some of our men on shore : I was seized 
with a convulsion of joy; I shouted — they 
aredn/shore! huzza, my boys, they are 
on shore ! Ajid all bur ship's company 
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huzzaed^, and so , the nextj and so th^ 
boats; it' had the effect of wildfire; it 
caught like an electric ishock; the irhok; 
anny ' shouted-^ha^z^i^! jf^izi^l r hUfl^^t 
huzza! and. on shore. thi^y went... . . 



• • \ 
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They formed, and up this; In^c^^eMible 
hilU General Moore at their |i9a4i<: Tho 
Fs^chyOB the top of thehU^, jit^re stag* 
ger ed with this wonderful smdacity : I saw 
them hesitate and look* aild turn aside ; 
then stop and look again ; not firing* as 
they might have done, with all the steadi* 
ness and advanj^e of their situation ; but 
haying Ho feeling,! but a sei^ of. theiv 
danger,: th^y r«n<. Om l>r*v{tM soldiers 
gained the summit; took ^Sjome. field-piQce^i 
from the enemy, and pursued them down 
the back ofthe hill to complete dispersion. 

If you will ht(ir this .picture Vfi yout 
mind; that is to say, our troops in 
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^session of this principj^ hitt ki tko 
centre (from being at the bottom of the 
arch) in the pear of the enemy*s whole, po- 
silkm, you will catch immediately the' 
decisive efifects of it; and give to the 
Commander in Chief a merit in his plan 
6ff attack^ whkh to men not acqti^inted 
i¥lth thia pKconcepf ion of the insult, must 
i^p^aip ihe-most daring, the most dan^ 
gerous; the miofit desperate plan 4ihat ^vet 
was attempted and executed in the history 
•f 



For tfao centi'o hill <:&med, all 4b» mj^ 
fofi' of the' jetieiny'^s flanks^ referong to 
the centrO) was cut oflfj and instead, they 
had ^ English playing upon them ia 
their rear. > 

••  f A ^ f 

It happened that in landing, our boats 
took.a clirection which brought them allon 
the centre, and to the right of the French 
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posttioo. I attribute^ it to the drez^dful 
fire of thcj cqstle flankii^ our right, which 
YioxM neces$ai!il)r give ihsm a tendencyl 
ta the left. v a • \ 

On landing, the enemy poured down in 
tQTiienU to the beach; they even ruahed 
tntf) .the $621, <ui(l lUled oUf mom w x^m 
lioais J hirt QW bwv© fellows wer§ not. x^ 
l^ ovcirconje. They fona?^ st/eadily 9« 
tbey kept iunpiiig oa shores, and fought 
vndiar Ihis disjadvaatage lijke lions. Thety* 
iHtre. chargsd hy a body o£ «;8Y9lry } theiy 
farbketlua charge;. and receiving conUnu^ 
succours from the boats, they forced Um 
enemy to give ground.* 

it vaifc at tbk njjottent pf. tio^^ that oup 
light hud gaiodl ..the hiUi l9«! although 
thoreinust b« sosne djatancft in thf 4««^ipr 

 It was particularly the lot of the brigade of 
guai:4frlaba-eogaged ill this. dreadful cncottiuer; 
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tioi), there was very little in the time of 
the actions. The French troops perceived 
it; and sensible of the check they were 
under by this event, were forced imme- 
diately to think of a retreat. 

i • 

Not more than two thousand of our 
men were on shore, when they forced the* 
enemy to give ground: but ^ every step 
was fought; was gained. Aiid, at len^th,^ 
a victory (which will give a character 
to our army for constancy ^ resoiutionr 
ardour, intrepidity, and yalour, never, ta 
be obliterated)^ crowned: their Jbrbw witbi 
honour. i : 

If every circumstance could be drawn 
of this great day ; if I could bring into 
the scene the various efibrts of a generous' 
people: the seamen; the spirit of : ouir. 
young officers, some of them, only boy5 in 
age; the game they made of the danger ^ 
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their enterprise in going up to the can* 
non's mouth ; their efiectual, their essen- 
tial, their distinguished co'^operation, I 
could move you, perhaps, as I myself am 
moved, to weep, but whether I shall say 
for joy, or distress, or admiration, or pity, 
or what ? or gratitude to such men; or to, 
Heaven for giving them victory? or what? 
I cannot say: I feel it, and am over- 
whelmed. I cannot describe it ; for not 
half the eventful tale is here. 

The amor patrics; the devotitwi for our 
country; our national pride; our enthu- 
siasm for fame ; the common cause of man- 
kind in this unnatural war, are all motives 
worthy of sacrifice ! and . we have iseen 
with what pride our countrymen will go 
to death so animated : but when jthe soul 
is satisfied ; is left to contemplate; at le^ 
sure, the effects of these glorious conflicts 
upon the desolate field ; the same magna* 

I 
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rlimity of sentiment converging frorti the 
public to the persdnal regard (for without 
personal feeling, no public virtue can in- 
here) will leave a void, into which sorrow 
will u^tirp, generous friendly sorrow, and 
tinge the spirits with giief. This is a tri- 
bute due to exalted worth ; a tribute which 
worth, if a man hath any in him, will in- 
dispensably pay to worth: not because, in 
our judgment, it ought to be so; but be^ 
cause the eternal law ^af nature witl have 
it so. It dignifies mankind: it is well 
deserved ; well paid, to the victims of this 
well-fought field. I can haitlly quit the 
tfaeme» 

The Frerich retreated towards Alexan- 
dria, amd we. took up their ground; our 
advanced post about four miles from 
Aboukir* We surrounded the castle, atad 
sent an ©fiker to summon it; but tfce 
French Ooffimandaitf would net - evign 



vsQfi'^p &}3,r $)jn>menS': Jie ^red a s^ipt over 
the o^cpF*5 he?4> t9 make him retreat. It 
was of no consequengp to our ulterjjtjr 
designs ; we prepared to besiege it, and 
occupi^ ourselves yvH^ landing provision 
?nd ^rpipunitipn, to enable our aniiy to 
proceed* 

By night, the ivhple array W3S on shore. 
2 returned on boar4 ?he .Foudrpyaat (o 
make up my wallet, to take my leave oi" 
the Admiral, ap4 to beg to be put on 
shore* qnde)- command of our glqripuy 
CJeneral, Sir Ralph Abercromby. 

It is to be remarked, that if we had pot 
availed of fhat day to Ipufl, jhe stjprm 
arpse in the nighjt, and would have pre- 
vented us for many days more. It was 
with infinhe difficulty that 1 could be put 
on board .a cqtter to he .^arrjefj to the 
shore; ^, »t jbn^tb, in landing J TTiji? 
i2 
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completely sWamped. The fortune of wat', 
said I, and walked away to hcad-quartersf. 
This was on the 9th. 

1 found the whole army dispersed among 
the sand hills ; many ocCtipied In making 
huts of the branches of the palrri; othefrs 
digging fol- water, which^ contrary to ex- 
pectation, was found in plenty, and good. 
And in shorty the busy scene of warfare 1 

joined^ and was received by the Caril- 

• "*" ^'' '*• *' # i '"* V - ' 4 

maftder in Chief with ilis lifeual affability 

and kindness, 'rte said to me— fiVfdwin, 

you will live with us a ^soldier S life ; but 

* • '* 

we shall fare all alike. I said— rGeneral^ 

1 am a^uamted .with this kfnd of life; I 

like it.' Then he said — I am glad of it j 

you are welcome : afid I was of his family^ 

and always near him, to the last* 

Every eflfort was made, notwithsfaiid* 
ing the gale, to land the Warlike^^stotes, 
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provisions, k.c, Uc.kc; and on the ISIth^ 
in the mornings we were enabled to move 
forward, and in the evening we came in 
presencip of the enemy,; ^ They had ta^en 
a vpry strong powtion on eminences, and 
amoQg sand^liills, and plantations of palm; 
trees, which they had fortified with iraiU'^ 
merable artillery , about four mil^s from thi^ 
walls of the ancient city of Alexandria, 
eastward* The sea op thejr left, and on 
their righ): the lake ; forming a front pf 
about two ,mile$ aijd a ha)f. 

They had beeiji reinforced by .^hre^p 
thousand men from Cairo, and were in all 
about seyen thousand fighting men. They 
had a bojdy of four hundred cavalry, and 
had flying artillery, which our army naright 

« 

.be said to be totally deppved of. Some qf 
our dragoons, pitifully mounted uponTurlj- 
)sh horses, doing piquet duty, amusefl 
tl^^Q^selves skirmishing with the Frcjic;|) 



pliquks; W IH^ front ^f febth artnii» until 




» • I • 



tebiisM^a toeti, Wt f^itliy atty  -arlillef-y} 
Ubihpa^tdi ii^ith the.s^englli of thfe ehfelhy; 
afea biir xiivilrf too Tyadiy tAdutited to dti 

ahy-jfei-vite. ''• ' . ' • ' 

* . . • . 

tfcte Gtfjertl tfe^i'mTnfed to attkck thfeitt 
ih thfe thoirnihg fbHowiti^. Thfe bWlers V^ffc 
given, and by djiy-li-gfeit biii- whblfe-arihj 
was in motion. I saw it from a signal* 
I'oWer, close in the rear. 

As our anliy advanced, the French had 
scattisred thfeir riflemieh along olir frbht, to 
piCk off t>ar bfficfef^, ilnd thiey did ilacredi- 
ble. feiiecuttoii-; but thte ii-rhy sUH ad-* 
vahcted, dhd cbiwiii^ tt^ to ttieir posts, 
thfere bpe^fed such a Iremiehdoii^ fijte froih 
-ihhuHierable batteries, all «lloftg'thfeilr front, 
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as would seem impossible to jbe'ussmied. 
It appeaaed to me nothing more nor Ubs 
than going to Mi3tavoidabie siaugluen But 
with the Sistqae conntenaiice, the same un- 
dhakeabjie £rmnesi^ they ^vaiiced to the 
cannpns rooyih,^ a»d conquered everjr 
4hing». 

Sir Ha^lph was onqe in •danger of being 
«nveli3^p^d by the French cavalry ; but 
Was s>ved by the. singular intrepidity of 
iht SHUetietb regiment^ which intervened, 
jaind w^e ready to r^coiyp the charge of 
<hp . cavalry upon their bayonets. The 
jFT^nch rode up impetuously to the ppints 
^ our bayonets; and I was expecting to 
see the .most dreadful coaiflict, ensue; -but 
itbeir hearts, failed them at ihe cpisis. a^^id 
round to Xhe left tliey went off. as r^^pidly 
tX^ th^y came €01 : but our brave soldiers,, 
in their'turn, assailed,. and brought eighty 
«f them^ men and horses, to the ground. 



i^Ma— fia*ii— l^^i>Jat»«iiiw ' 
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We drove them from position to posi* 
• tion, till they were close under the walls 
of Alexandria. They were, however, very 
regular in their retreating; and kept us 
engaged the whole length of the day. 
They were making their last stand upon a 
hill, close to the walls of Alexandria : the 
General had ordered a detachment of the 
army to turn this hill^ and come upon it 
in the rear of the enemy, whilst the main 
body of the army should ascend it in 
front. The detachment was considerably 
advanced on this service, arid was en- 
gaged with the enemy near a bridge over 
the canal, whilst the ardour of the main 
body had carried them to the foot of the 

hill, and were beginning to ascend - 

when, from motives which I Could not 
judge of; but wise motives no doubt, 
niuch better seen by a Commander in 
Chief than by any other man, ahalt was 
commanded, and consequent retreat. In 
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this retreat across the space, now forming 
the neutral ground between the two ar^- 
mies, as they jgravely marched, the enemy 
recovering ftom their dismay by this 
abandonment of our enterprise^ came for-: 
ward and galled our brave troops most 
bitterly. 

I was in the front of our army at this 
time^ on an eminence, and saw this scene, 
and many, a shot came whistling by me. 
It was an afflicting scene : however, it 
ended, 9nd orders were givep to fortify 
our position defensively. I confess to you 
that my blood chilled on hearing this. I 
was told that the hill to which the French 
had retreated was fortified impregnably ; 
that it lay^. under the fire of the fortified 
hill within the walls* That it coi^ld only 
be taken by regular siege. I could only 
,$iubmit. I could not s^rgue against science. 
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But I was of apinrcini, Mving seen sach 
a display of vadouir, such brilliancy of 
conduct) iuch unconqberable ^ntkusi^asm^ 
8uch vehtroprise in ^iiTr^xmy^ iimt V9t 
should hjive pursued iour fortune fuild[ver ; 
loiowingv ^ I have iiad <^portiasiity to 
know, that the Frenchman once di^iuyed 
(unless reinforced, and with superior num- 
bers) is lordly ever disposed to eacounter 
his ttiemy again t knowing thM tkty ex>- 
{^«;t6d this reinfmcemeiit c^n framCairo^ 
and possibly 2U5 bO^xi ftxJtti l^aiice-t*.! 'w66 
oF opinion^ I say^ that wc should ikvt 
pursued ^U!r ^fbrtuhe (in that day *<>a-de»- 
tision. I e*]pi>6sSed myself (so to maily. I 
^ave toy <)jii*HOh *hbt we should ftt4&ck 
Ihem by tti^ht; The FrtJich cAritidt bear 
Wn attick' by^iiighf t^th^iy <:tantiot^keti to 
direct thfeir aift^fleryhy rtiglit; and they 
Ivill not iste^d the charge of'yC«iribaydrtet* 
You ha^ co^tte^ them. Attadk them 
by night, or they will attack you by night. 



This was always hiy language when my 
opinion was asked. Other measures *were 
adbpted, and my business waS to be re- 

feei-vfeil. 

* 

¥fb\A this moment', the whole army was 
feMpIoyed in fortifying <>ur camp: the, 
heavy cannon were brought on shone. 
Some Arab Chiefs, whom I had sent to 
ihVitfef dahie ' inttt the fcamjp; and from 
\\ksk we got Mfohttation of the state of the 
fcOttnti^y, ahd promises df cattle 9iid hiorses, 
ifed provision for the us6 of the army, 
wftkh they executed With great fidelity* 

^he soldiiers vrttt tod t)rodigal of th^r 
todiifey, and too eager to be supplied k it 
ii*quircd i^^gulatioii. Sir Ralph Abw- 
cvo^j begged of me to nindertkke this 
Iksk; and gav^ out in general ordisrs, that 
the police of the market fibt^iil^ be sdb- 
jected to my discretion. 1 would do any 
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thing for such men* I put things into a 
good train. The market was abundantly- 
supplied, and the prices reduced to limit? 
of conveniency to all parties. The General 
has said sometimes to the general officers 
about him : " The army, Gentl^mp^i, are 
gi^atly indebted to Mr. Baldwin." And | 
M'ds proud of his apprpb^tion* 

'. This went op till the 19th of March, 
when w& fouod an inten*uption in thp 
daily supply. It was Menou approaching 
with his army from Cairo. One Arab 
Sheck informed us, that he had left Cairo 
on the 17 th, with nine thousand men. 
Another said« that hp \v^s ah'epdy at Da- 

< 

manhur. Othpr reports said, that hp had 
not quitted Cairo, for that he was afr^iid 
of the Vizir, who was arrived at Belbeisi* 
Contradictory accounts, but enough ij) 
them to give, us warning. 
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On the 50th, in the morning, at a great 
distance in the lake Mafeotis, we saw con- 
siderable troops of camels, and an innu- 
merable train of animals, passing towards 
Alexandria ; but from the haze and va- 
pour always floating over the exhaling 
lake, we were not able to distinguish 
what. It was believed to be Menou, but 
I do not know if any particular informa- 
tion was obtained about it. 

It turned out, in fact, to be Menou, with 
a reinforcement of nine thousand men from 
Cairo ; he reached Alexandria at noon, 
and the same instant took the com- 
mand of the whole army. He made his 
dispositions for an attack the next mom* 
ing, before day-light ; and punctually, on 
th6 21st, as we were asleep came and 
toused us by a firing on our left. Out we 
jumped from under our tents ; and look- 
ing to the direction of the firing, vTe saw 



k 
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the flashing and fa^ard tl^ report of ipa)is- 
quetry all glong the left of oi^r lindp 

The General immediately coi>ceiYe4 i' 
to be a fpipt. He §aid — thi^ is only a feii^t; 
but gave orders to every onp pf his aid- 
d^Hiamps to go upon some especial ser- 
vice. I was left alone with him. He kept 
spying to me — ^This is only a feint : they 
only mean to disturb us. ^pd $o repeat- 
ing for five minutes — it is only a feint. 
Bift it wa$ the foremnnpr of a rea) attack 
Mpon our front, from the centre to the 
right, with ^n ^nay of (burteen thousapcj 
men^ which at this instant opene4 witt^ 
such a furious cannonading as to call up 
ail our apprehenjsions. 

Th? <ieneral says-r^jil i$ ^n attack uj^ij 
otjr right ; give p^e my hprse : ^u:id a»rjiy 
b» fodf tP the fifing- i;;M?pomp«ijieil bm 
as f^ as } couJ14 go on &pt ; jbu^ wajs 



\ 
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very soon farced by the cannonnskotto 
retreat* 

. . a 

Our poft^ition m front w^s aloiig a line 
<Irawn from the lake Aboukir on the left, 
to (he sea on our right. From the lake is 
a flat for about; five hundred yards ; th^ra^ 
a rising ground for about a mile ; then a 
valley of about six hundred yards ; then a 
rising gnoqnd quite to the sea. 

The scope and jet of this attack was to 
cut off all our reserve, encamped from the^ 
centre to the right. • . ^ 

i 

\ 

They had offered a Louis-d'or per man 
to any thousand who would undertake to 
turn oOr right, and take the battery which 
defended it» Bonaparte's invincible le- 
gion, consisting of nine hundfed men, 
volunteered for this service. 
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^ At the same time that thei^ should turn 
our right) the main body of the French 
army was to break our line in the centre, 
turn to the left, ami envelope our reserve* 
At the moment this was executed^ the 
Fretich cavalry, fifteen hundred in num* 
ber, were to charge the body so enveloped, 
and cut them to pieces. 

The nine, hundred of Bonaparte's in- 
vincible legion succeeded in turning our 
right between the walls of a large ruin 
and our batjtery. They stormfsd the bat- 
tery three times — and were three times 
exterminated to a man ! 

I 

Our reserve, the forty-second and 
twenty-eighth, finding the enemy in their 
rear, faced about and charged them with 
the bayonet, and drove them backward 
step by step into the jinclosure of the ruin. 
Six hundred and fifty of these invincibles 
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were already exlendfed upon the ground : 
the remaining two hundred and fifty called 
for quarter and obtained it. Not a man of 
them returned ! — this was a business of 
twenty minutes. 

At the lime this was doing, the main 
body of the French army in a heavy column, 
broke through our line into the valley, and 
forced along the valley towards the rear of 
our camp. The cavalry accompanying this 
movement, the instant they broke through 
our line, wheeled to their left, and directed 
their charge to the rear of our reserve. 

But here too they were disappointed by 
a circumstance, not prepared by us with 
this design, nor expected by the French; a 
circumstance which, considering the share' 
it had in detivering us from a most critical 
danger, will be ever impressive on our 
minds. 

X 

K 
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You carry witfi you the charge of fifteen 
hundred cavalry in the rear of our line, and 
its alarming effects. Well ! this charge 
was broke by the accidental state of the 
ground, over which the cavalry had to 
make their charge. It was all over exca- 
vated into pit-holes about three feet deep, 
with the sand raised about the banks an- 
other foot or two, as conveniencies for our 
soldiers to sleep in, before the tents were 
landed for this service. The French charged 
over these holes, and were completely 
routed in its consequences, three hundred 
of them perished in this adventure. 

Our reserve, completely disengiigcd from 
the most imminent hazard by these two 
ever-memorable events, faced about again 
to the enemy, with the centre of our army 
in the valley, and were in time to do more 
good service. 
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It was there the Commander in Chief 
was engaged in person. As he left me to 
go towards the cannonading, he must have 
rode sti^dight among the enemy, already 
broke into the rear of.our front ; and as it 
was not yet day, not being able to distin- 
guish friend from foe, he undoubtedly had 
the misfortune to get embarrassed among 
them. But he was extricated by the valour 
of his own troops. To the first soldier who 
came up to him, he said — ' soldier, if you 
know me, don't name me.' He was rescued ; 
and at this moment a French dragoon, 
conceiving the prize he had lost, rode up 
to the Genei:al amid his own guard, made 
a cut at him, and not being quite near 
enough, just cut through the coat and 
waistcoat, and shirt, and with the point of 
his sabre only grazed the skin. At the same 
moment thedragoon's horse wheeling about, 
he brought him to the charge again, and 
made a second attempt by a lunge ; but the 
k2 
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sabre passing between the CeneraFs side 
and his right arm, which he instantly 
closed. The dragoon being at this instant 
shot dead^ the sabre remained in the Gene- 
ral's possession. I was told that Sir Sidney 
Smith being beside him at the time, the 
General made him a compliment of this 
interesting arm. 

About this time, it was perceived that 
the General had been wounded in the thigh, 
and was entreated to have it examined ; but 
—no!' it was a trifle he said, and would 
not for a moment disappear. 

The conflict was very long after this; — 
very obstinate ; — very fluctuating ; — ^very 
alarming. In some parts our ammunition 
was expended : we h<Ki some very ques^ 
tionabk moments as to the result. 

But the French, most probably wanting 
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ammunition likewise; wanting something, 
at least, which our brave army never re* 
laxed in to the last^ retreated. 

Upon this event, the General, whose 
exertions had kept him insensible to his 
weakness, retaining the efforts of his mind, 
giving way to a sentiment of rest, his spirits 
seceding from their transport into calm — 
he fainted. 

His wound was examined ; a large in- 
cision was made to extract the ball. It 
could not be found, He was put upon a 
litter, and advised to be taken on board 
the Foudrbyant. 

It was in this state I first met him since 
the morning. He was in good spirits. He 
held his hand to me from the litter — 
* Don't be concerned, Baldwin/ he said to 
nic, ' I shall soon be well.' I could- make no 
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answer to him. I sat down on the sand to 
bewail our misfortune. 

In this state, not without hope, I was 
roused by a soldier, to see the Frenchmen 
retreat, and I walked up to the front of our 
position upon an eminence, and saw them 
gravely retreating in a long line, three deep. 
Across a valley of about a mile wide from 
the foot of our position to the rising of the 
hill on which they were encamped, did 
they gravely retreat. We returned them 
their civility to us on the 13th ; and as 
they discovered the ground over which 
they passed, it wa| strewed with killed 
and maimed. They at length reached 
the foot of their own hill, and faced about 
to halt. I saw theh- General, riding 
from left to right of their line, knocked 
down by one of our twelve pound shot, 
just about the centre of the line. The 
horse got up again, but the General was 
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JcNIed. Thus ended the ■business of the 
21 St. 

Shall we pause, and moralize upon this 
scene ? Shall we ask, can the heart triumph 
at such a scene? It is not that the heart 
triumphs at such a scene, but that the 
scene, in which our lives, eur honour is at 
issue, is ended to our honour. 

Is it no subject of triumph to vanquish, 
rather than to be subdued, rather than to 
be ourselves the victims in such a scene ? 
Triumph is not delight. The heart cannot 
delight in such a scene : but to subdue an 
enemy, who would have subdued us, is 
some subject of consolation. See the coun- 
tenance of a man looking on this scene : 
it ift not joy that it expresses. It is more 
a relenting anxiety ; more a solace from 
irduous" care ; more a sense of security 
rom almost unavoidable danger, than even 
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consolation. You see still Ji gloom, not yet 
dissipated by the confidence of the hearty 
It is no delight. It is a something like the 
assuaging Qf pain, It is comfort. 

* These victories make me melancholy/ 
said poor Sir Ralph, when he was com- 
plimented upon his victory gained oq 
the 13th, 

To see so many brave men go to death 
for their country ; so much the more to 
be admired; so much the more to be re- 
gretted ; it does indeed make one melan- 
choly ; but how are battles to be won ? 

Poor Sir Ralph, under the torment of 
his wound, w^s, notwithstanding, always 
more concerned about the companions of 
his affliction. He had been two hours 
wounded, but woqld not withdraw from 

the field. Knowing the value q( his iwe* 
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sence^ or judging with equal certainty the 
bad ejFects of his absence from the army 
at this critical conjuncture, ht persevered/ 
Not till the battle was won did he yield to 
the sentiment of his pain. When he saw 
the enemy retreat, he fainted. On the 28th 
he died. 

If, in the afflicted state into which I am 
plunged by the recollection of these scenes, 
the heart were free to expatiate, I could 
consecrate a grateful tribute to his me- 
mory. The victories he gained on the 8th, 
the ISth, and the 21st of March, will eter- 
nize his military fame ; will ensure to his 
memory the jgratitude of his country, if 
thosie actions are considered in their sepa* 
rate and characteristic essence ; thfey will 
stand as models to the world.— ^The first 
for the cool and undaunted cohdiict of the 
army whilst going on shore, under such an 
explosion of fire exposed Inactive in the 
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boats; and their action and intrepidity 
when on shore. The second for its ofien- 
sive skill and operation ; and the third for 
its defensive stand, and invincible, and un- 
resistible bravery in repelling as dangerous 
an attack as ever was attempted, and boldly 
conducted by the best of troops, acknow- 
ledged so to be by their victories over every 
other enemy they had contended with, in 
the known world. 

If considered as to their effects, they 
conquered Egypt to their country in these 
three actions. They conquered the spirit 
of an exalted and dangerous enemy. They 
have diffiised a spirit of emulation among 
our own. They have honoured us. The 
sailors triumphed in the glory of the army. 
They rejoiced with them. The brave de- 
Ught in the brave ! 

The good old Man bdng forced to quit 
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the field, and head quarters (where I had 
had so long the happiness to live) being 
translated to the second in command,, I 
was, by some misunderstanding, although 
invited by General Hutchinson to remain, 
induced to return to the Foudroyant. It 
appeared to me also, as to the utility of 
my remaining, a matter of real insignifi- 
cance, since it was evident that the army, 
so shaken by the losses it had sustained 
in officers and men, had been forced by 
necessity into measures of merely defen- 
sive circumspection. The French, from all 
over Egypt were nearly concentrated at 
Alexandria, and within a line passing in 
front of the British position, at a distance 
of about a mile, from the. Rosetto Gate of 
the ancient city^ along the Aboukir road 
as far as the Alexandrian Canal, then over 
a bridge on the Canal to the .edge of the 
Lake Mareot : thence turning to their right 
along the edge of the Lake, encompassing 
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the Gardens on both sides of the Canal 
quite round the City, to the western envi- 
ron of Alexandria. 

The front of the British army, separated 
by a valley of about a mile, extended from 
the sea to where the Canal formed an elbow 
turning rather acutely from an east to a 
southern direction, and fortified since with 
innumerable redoubts. 

We possess the Lakes Aboukir and 
Maadie, and come with our armed launches 
quite up to the left of our front, and along 
the northern bank of the Canal. 

There is little prospect that the French 
will, under the present circumstances, either 
attack us, or we them, although we are 
reinforced by about five thousand Turks. 
But we have it in our power, at any mo- 
ment, to inundate the Lake Mareot, by 
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cutting away part of the banks of the Ga- 
nal^ which serve to mound out the waters 
of the Aboukir Lake, higher in their level 
than the Lake of Mareot, (now dry,) by 
several feet ; and of encompassing them 
so closely by these waters as to cut off 
their communication with the interior of 
Egypt, of course their supplies, and of 
annoying them sorely by our armed boats, 
and if adviseable by frequent disembarka- 
tions of our troops at unexpected points all 
around their confinement. This may be 
done, I say, at any moment we please* 
But we have it in our power indefeasibly, 
if we must stay so long as August,"^ to cut 
off their supply of water from the Nile, 
and without water, you know, they cannot 
subsist. I think the French will be sensible 

• These reflections were read by Mr. Addington 
in the House of Commons, immediately upon my 
arrival in England in May ; the late intelligence from 
Egypt will shew how correct an opinion had been 
formed of the prospect of affairs at that time. 
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of this their unavoidable term, and seek to 
capitulate ; for if the Turkish forces should 
accumulate : if the enthusiasm of religion 
should rekindle the degraded spirit of the 
multitude to revenge : if they should shake 
off the chain of their oppression, and arm 
to vengeance : what respect shall restrain 
them? Shall the English restrain them ? — 
I think they will see their danger, and 
capitulate* 

1 have carried this description to its full 
length, in-order to give you a token of my 
sincere regard, and out of respect and jus- 
tice to the actors. A great deal of it is 
copied in fact from letters I had written 
while I was yet in Egypt ; I could not tell 
the same story in two ways. I have pro- 
nounced that Egypt was conquered to Eng- 
land in these three memorable actions of 
the 8th, ISth, and ^Ist of March. The 
event will prove to you what value you 
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may aflford to put upon my political judg- 
ment. That you may see that the invasion 
of Egypt was not that unexpected event 
which the world conceived it to be, I have 
offered to your perusal what I wrote upon 
that subject so long as sixteen years ago« 
being called upon to give an opinion on tht 
question, supposing the French could be 
meditating such a design ? I gave it under 
title of "^ ^' Speculations on the Situation 
and Resources of Egypt." It is a work 
that is become very interosting, since the 
execution of that design has confirmed the 
notions I had given upon the subject in the 
fullest extent. 

ft 

A great question is naturally opened by 
these events, ^"^ Whether England ought to 
keep possession of Egypt, after having $Q 
nobly, gained it by the valour of her arms ? 

 Vide *^ Speculations on the Situation and Re- 
ttmsoes of Egypf." 
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I see in the contemplation of this subject, 
a great deal to say, why England should 
keep it ; but I see no room to hesitate in 
saying that England cannot, with adver* 
tence to the fluctuating state of power in 
Europe, without considerable wrong to 
herself, entirely relinquish the possession 
of it. 

To conclude with a very favourite part 
of the story, and though last not least in 
this history of our achievement in Egypt, 
I have to tell you that I was bearer of the 
famous Standard of the Invincible Legion 
of Bonaparte to London. It is the palm of 
numerous victories gained by this Legion, 
and which are inscribed thereon to their 
immortal honour. It was wrested from 
its brave inheritors, by the British, on the 
field of the twenty-first of March, about 
four miles from the Rosetto Gate of Alex- 
andria, after a gallant fight, in which they 
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began assailants and ended defendants* — 
Of nine hundred of these brave soldiers, 
six hundred and fifty were extended upon 
the ground. The remainder, pressed by 
the bayonet of their victors into the inclo- 
sure of a ruin, were forced to cry for quar- 
ter. We gained their Trophy, and ever an 
honourable Trophy it will be to England, 
since it is the achievement of greater 
achievement, since it was won from the 
bravest Warriors of the time* 

Believe me to be with sincere regard, 

< « 

Vour affectionate Cousin, . i 



GEORGE BALDWIN. 



London^ 
May 19, i8oi» 
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SUPPLEMENT 
TO THE ABOVE LETTER. 



aK 



London f April 27, i8o2. 
MV DEAR SIR, 

On this happy day, the day which has 
imparted to a magnanimous people the 
return of peace^ more grateful to their 
hearts than the most brilliant triumphs of 
war^ I am called upon tq perfect the story 
I had begun, and which has been fulfilled 
literally as I had been bold to as^me, and 
as your cecoUection will enable you to 
compare in reading the following succinct 
report of occurrences and events. 

1801. March 2,3. Sir Sidney Smith was 
sent to the enemy's lines, to offer to Menou 
the terms of the convention of £1 Arish; to 
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which Menou replied, that he would attend 
to no proposal so injurious to the honour 
of the army of the East. 

r 

f 
\ 

April 2* The Capitan Pacha landed and 
reviewed the troops. 

April 5 . A detachment under Coionel 

_ « • 

Spenser marched to Rosetto, and tootle it. 
This measure opened the navigation of the 
Nile to our wnall craft, and of course to 
the supplies of the country. 

Aprrl IS. The canal of Alexandria was 
cut to let the sea water into the l^e Mare- 
Otis, by which measure the French were 
cut off from all communication with the 
interior of Egypt. 

May 4. Sir Sydney Smith entered the 
lake Mareotis with seven gun-boats. 
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V 

May 4. General Hutchinson marched to 
• Rosetto with 4000 British troops. 

May 8. General Hutchinson marched oa 
from Rosetto. 

May 9. General Hutchinson attacked 
the etaemy near Rahmania, drove them in ; 
and in the night they marched off to Cairo. 

May 10. Rahmania surrendered. 

May 13. General Hutchinson took a 
caravan of .six hundred loaded camels, 
guarded by a body of 800 French. 

June 21. The French cut tlie canal of 
Alexandria in another place, to let the 
waters from lake Mareotis in upon the 
plain, thus inundating the neutral ground 
between the original positions of the two 
armies. 
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June 57. General Belliard surrendered 
Cairo and his army to General Hutchinson. 

August 27. General Menou proposed 
to capitulate for the town and forts of 
Alexandria. 

September 1 . The British took posses- 
sion of Alexandria. 

Bonaparte was sooner apprised of it than 
England, and availed of that advantage 
(o make the best obtainable conditions of 
peace. 

October I . The preliminaries of peace 
were signed. An hour after the news of the 
complete conquest of Egypt by the British 
arms was brought to London from Con- 
stantinople. 

Glory to God in the highest! 
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These actions ai* consecrated to poste- 
rity by the Vote of thanka of both House*. 
The popular sentiment is transmitted in 
the subfstanoe of a speech made by Mr. 
Addington, prefatory of his motion for a 
Vote of Thanks, as follows ; 

HOUSE OF COMMONS, 

Tuesday f April 6, i8bd. 
VOTE OF THANKS. 

'* The Chancellor of the Exchequer ros^ 
to subqiit to the House a series of Resolu- 
tions, on which, he felt firmly persuaded, 
no difference of opinion could possibly ob- 
tain. The object he had in view wsis to 
pay a proper tribute of gratitude and re?- 
9pect to thoise brave m^ meritorious per-? 
sons, who had eithar desei^ved yft]\ of ibeir 
country, by fighting its battles abroad, or 
had equally entitled themselves to its 
thanks by taking up arms to avert the 
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tlireatened danger at home. In this caus6 
there Was no room for distinction ? Army 
and Navy had equally approved them- 
selves entitled to praise.— Indeed, he 
should be wanting in justice if he were to 
confine his tribute of approbation to these 
two branches. The services of the Fenci- 
bles had an imperious claim upon the gra- 
titude of the House. They did not restrict 
their services merely to tJie local sphere 
of their engagements, but enlarged their 
sphere of action as circumstances de* 
manded ; and to their exertions^ in a great 
measure, was the country indebted for the 
putting down of the rebellion in Ireland. 
There was another branch of military ser- 
vice which he himself, and he was suri 
the House at large participated in his 
feelings, always regarded with peculiar 
favour and attention — this was the Mi- 
litia* Never was there a period in the 
history of this country in which they had 
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more conspicuously signalised themselves** 
I speak not, he continued, of the- many 
and great privations which they hav^ 
borne for the long period of nine y^ars — 
I speak not pf the length of time they h»ve 
been absent from their homesj and. all that 
is dear and valuable — I spe^k not of the 
uniform zeal they have displayed for th? 
service and welfare of their country, by 
postponing their own concerns, their own 

 

immedifite interest, and their regular busi- 
ness tp the public good-r— these . are facts 
which sufl[iciently speak for themselves, 
and constitute their own best panegyric— r 
but I say, to their service in a great mea- 
sure is this country, nay, all Europe, in- 
debted for its deliverance. The pe^ce we 
have now happily accomplished is their 
work. Had it not been for the voluntary 
reinforceipents made to the regular troops 
by the accession of the miUtia, it would 
have been impossible for GoverAiqent tQ 
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have spared an adequate force .to under* 
tak€ and achieve that splendid and ever 
memorable expedition^ the conquest of 
Egypt from the republican troops of 
France. To that event we are essentially 
indebted for the happy restoration of 
peace. All Europe has felt the benefit of 
their service, has reaped the harvest of 
their patriotism, their loyalty, their intre- 
pidity, and perseverance. From this 
pleasing topic the Right Honourable Gen- 
tleman adverted to the active part the 
militia had taken in quelling the late re- 
bellion in Ireland; to the gallantry they 
had displayed in the course of the expedi* 
tion to Holland ; whatever might be the 
effect of unforeseen contingencies, they 
could not detract from the just merits of 
that brave and loyal body. But there was 
still another body of men, that were 
equally entitled to the thanks of the 
country in general, and of that House in 
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particular. From the peculiar nsture of 
tite contest in which we had been engaged, 
a new (description of force was called into 
service : this was the Volunteer establish- 
ment ; men whose loyalty, patriotism, and 
courage, he could uot sufficiently applaud. 
When the enemy threw out the threat of 
invasion, this brave and gaUant band had 
taken up arms to repel the daring menace. 
However xiisastrous war^ in its ultimate 
operations, might be, it had^ in the pre- 
sent instance, worked an essential good. 
U had shewn what Wiere the means and 
resources of the country ; it had called 
forth a pn3ud ^display of public spirit ; it 
had proved tthat we possessed .means of 
defence adequate to the most formidabk 
danger^ to tl^e most perilous etk:outiters. 
And he could not help, in this respect, 
feding the ,highest' exultation, when be 
contemplated the .meiitorious conduct of 
|he Vokuiteer Cavalry and Iqfantry, &om 
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the reflection^ that in no country but a 
iree country could such laesm of defeoc^ 
be resorted to. It was a proof, that the 
Government of the couotry possrased the 
confidence of the nation; th^t tite people 
were convinced that whatever line ^ 
conduct Covernazent pursued, was ibr 
their interest. And, £a<dly, he ielt ii * 
■tribute due to the geneiraJ loyaUy of tint 
country to add, ihat whatever ground of 
exultation he derived even from the exem^ 
plary conduct of the -difterent bodies al> 
luded to, still-the spirit, aeal, loyalty, and 
courage, which they had levinced, was 
only a portion of that tone of energy and 
frmness which peiyaded »nd animated 
the whole enipire. The Gbancellor of the 
{Exchequer concluded with jnoviitg .dif^ 
fcrent Votes of Thaxiks to (he Offipcre and 
privates in the Navy, lArtny, Marinefi, 
Militia, Yieomanry Cavalry and Infemtr^, 
i^nd to tlt^.Be^i^mdbka'" 
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" Lord Hawkesbury seconded the mo- 
tion in a speech, in which he ably fol- 
lowed the Right Honourable the Chan- 
cellor of tlie Exchequer, in tracing out the 
distinguished services performed by aM 
and several the different classes of persons 
contained in the motion. He observed, 
that however Gentlemen might have dif- 
fered in their opinions as to the political 
events of the war, there could only be one 
opinion in that House as to the merits of 
those comprised in the Vote of Thanks* 
Never had the national character stood 
upon a prouder pre-eminence ; never had its 
heroes more conspicuously signaliised and 
immortalized themselves, — He felt bold to 
challenge the most sceptical to shew any 
period in the history of this or any other 
country, where military prowess had been 
more gloriously displayed. The issue of 
the Egyptian Expedition would ever re* 
main a proud theme of panegyric. It wast 
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that event, as had been stated by his 
Right Honourable Friend, which had pro- 
cured peace to Europe. All Eurc^ would 
now feel and acknowledge, that whenever 
this country found itself called upon by 
just cause of war, it possessed the means, 
the energy, and the spirit to assert its own 
rights, and to punish wanton aggression. 
He most sincerely hoped the Peace, now 
happily established, would prove of long 
continuance — and to ensure that continu- 
ance, every efifort would be made by his 
Majesty's Ministers, competent with the 
honour, the dignity, the independence, 
and essential rights of the country. But 
should the contrary unfortimately prove 
the case, it must now be apparent to all 
the world, that we were not to be molested 
with impunity." 

. " The, Chanoellor ^f , the; Exchequer 
craved the indulgence of the House, whilst 
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he stated the strong and equal participa* 
lion bwne in both these meritorious deeds 
hy the Militia of Ireland. 

*' The several Votes of Thanks were 
thereupon put, and carried nemine can- 
trudicente^ and the Speaker desired to 
transmit the same." 



This subject gloriously concluded, the 
pride 1 take to mysdf is to go iB such good 
company to the notice of posterity. I will 
pretend to my share also. My pride is to 
have been read to the House of Cotnraons 
by the Chancellor of the Exchequer, as 
delivering a report which might be de- 
pended upon, and which was received as 
worthy of credit, and as ronveying a com- 
fort which no other tiding had conveyed. 
My glory is, that every event I had pre- 
judged has b^en realised; and this— my 
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LETTER 



THE RIGHT HONOURABLE 

HENRY DUNDAS, 

ON THE EXPEDIENCY OF RETAINING 

EGYPT VNDEB THE CONTKOOL 

OP GEEAT BRITAIN. 



LETTER 

TO THE 

RIGHT HON. HENRY DUNDAS, 

HIS MAJEtTr't PtINCIFAL SBCKITaRISS or ITATBi 

»c. tSc. dSe. 



SIR, 

In yielding to tlie general wish of my 
friends to be informed of the History, as 
far as I am able to infomi them, of the late 
Invasion of Egypt, and of the circumstances' 
which led to it, and which are likely to 
arise out of it; I have not hesitated to recur 
to papers, and memorials which were writ- 
ten at your request, and consequently owe 
their existence to your consideration and 
regard for me. I do not know if my doing 
it without your previous permission may 
stand in need of an apology ; I would not 
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have done it, if I had thought so myself; 
but I will give for my apology, if I must 
give an apology, my motive; and it is, 
" That our country may know that such 
simple men as myself, and their opinions, 
are not disregarded by Ministers, when 
they treat of events, however remote they 
may seem to be in prospect, if they appear 
to have any versimilitude in argument, 
or foundation in fact." And that you. Sir, 
have done me the honour to attend to 
these opinions, particularly when the 
world was disposed to laugh at them ; and 
have availed of them, as the events have 
proved, to the honour and advantage of 
our country. 

V 

^ But, Sir, the political cauldron is com- 
pounding of greater events. More is fore-^ 
boding: more •* bubble bubble;** more 
** toil and trouble/* It woijld require almost 
magical penetration to conceive it. 
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Will you allow me, 15ir, to take up the 
thread of my discourse from the letter I had 
begun, but could not send from Naples ; 
and to explain what I meant to say, when I 
asserted that Bonaparte had touched upon 
the subversion of the Turkish Empire, and 
had only failed of it when he failed in his 
design upon Acri. 

All Syria was suspended by the siege of 
Acri. The Mountains of Castravan, of 
Lebanon, of Cassius, were never completely 
subjugatied by the Turk. The inhabitants 
are generally Maronita Christians. There 
is a nation called Meteveli, and another of 
Durzis. They are all of independent turn 
of mind: are all armed from the age of boys, 
and are governed by their own Emirs, or 
Sheicks, or TPrinces. 1 have been among 
them, . and was acquainted with Emir 
UseflP, and Emir Mbnsur, and Sheick Ali 
lamblat^ and many others. They are aH 
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warriors, loving athletic exercises. They 
may be numbered at one hundred thousand 
fighting men. 

Sir Sydney Smith appears to have 
known their importance. He corresponded 
with the chiefs of these men. They had 
been persuaded by Bonaparte; and Sir 
Sidney Smith reclaimed them from the 
course and purpose he had engaged them 
to adopt. Sir Sydney Smith encouraged 
them by his conduct. It was the conduct 
of a man inspired. People speak of the 
defence of Acri as of something prodigious : 
It was prodigious ! The Alexander of the 
day, with his army of conqueros, was made 
heart-sick before Acri, by an handful of 
Britons! Acri, an atom before such a 
conqueror. 

It is very true : and very fortunate for 
the world that he was stopped ; for if he 
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had conquered Acri, all Syria would have 
submitted at the same instant of time. 
The Mountains would have declarckl for 
him, and he would have disposed of the 
arms, and of the reputation of his con- 
quests, to subvert the Turkish Empire. 

What would have been his next mea^ 
sure ? His next measure would have been 
to conquer Asia Minor. You see him. Sir, 
by the conquest of Syria, at the defiles of 
Taurus. 

I know this countrv too. I know it for 

* 

more than thirty years to have been in a 
state of revolt. It is governed by indepen? 
dent Agas, or Chiefs of Districts J revolted 
from oppression; every man asserting and 
maintaining his own ; giving property and 
freedom, and the energies of freedom to his 
adherents ; and defending his estates with 
resolution and effect. In the exigencies of 
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war they have made common cause with 
the state; they have contributed a quota of 
men to the war ; but upon no account have 
they suffered Pashas, or officers of authority 
to come among them to govern. They 

have no collective force ; no concert, no 
co-operation, as to their general interest. 
If they had been threatened by the whole 
mass of power from Syria, what could they 
have done ? 

They^rould have done nothing. Bona- 
parte would have softened their descent by 
a proclamation. He would have sent to 
them individually. *' You see that I have 
conquered Egypt, and Syria, and that 
nothing can resist my arms. I am at your 
door. I am marching into Asia Minor. 
I am marching to Constantinople. If you 
will live in your independency, I promise 
to maintain you in your independency, in 
your religion, and in your estates. If 
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you think that you can molest me in my 
progress ; you will feel the weight of my 
desolating sword." 

And they would have subnifitted ; and 
Bonaparte would have marched Irimnphant 
to the boundary of Asia ; to the confine 
of Europe. He would hence have looked 
down upon Constantinople* 

I know, Sir^ that you have already 
started at the dilemma of the Ottoman 
thix>ne« — ^The natural retreat of the Turk^ 
Asia Minor cut oE — At his back, an in- 
veterate rebellion conducted by a desperate 
chief. — All around him defection, defec- 
tion, defection — A prisoner in his Capital 
at the mercy of No Mercy ! Need I proceed 
to the end ? 

Bonaparte saw all this; and from the 
mirrouf of his ambition, already saw him* 
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self reflected arbiter of Turkey. He saw 
the eagle blenching at his approach. Wha| 
could then have stopt him? But luckily 
for the world, Acri stopt him. But Acri 
threw the monster on his back; but Acri 
exposed this Chimaera to the world. He 
turned about, but did not turn from his 
design. He carried it boiling in his sto* 
mach to France. He saw it practicable 
from another direction. He knew the 
weakness of mankind. He had skill and 
craft enough to abuse it. This is the aera 
of revolutions, he said to the army upon 
his return, and the army caught it, they 
swore to support him. They made hin^ 
arbiter of their fate. 

It is not an ordinary story of an ordi* 
nary mind, that can break at once through 
a cloud of disgrace, into such a sudden 
blaze of confidence and power ; for the de-? 
feat at Ac|*i was no inconsiderable defeat ; 
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for the desertion of.his companions of arms 
in the East, was not that commendable 
act which should recommend him to a fur* 
ther concession of confidence and power. 
It was the dismemberment of Turkey ; it 
was the fascinating effects of such a scheme 
upon. the powers of Europe, that recom- 
mended him ; and indeed, 

What a card to play off to avarice ! 
What a card to play off to ambition ! Do 
we want more to account for the sudden 
reverse of Fortune in Italy? Three and 
twenty fortresses surrendered by the same 
band, that, after so much waste of blood 
and treasure, conc^uered them ! 

So far advanced as this in his project, I 
did believe that he would have left Eng*^ 
land to her expedition to Egypt, I did 
believe that he would have deduced the se* 
(urHy of bis Egyptian conquest, whether 
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mastered by the Englishi or not, among, the 
necessary consequences of his expedition to 
Turkey. I did believe that he would have 
been sensible of the insurmountable diffi* 
culty of succouring Alexandria with a fleet ; 
and that Gantheaume would have been 
employed to transport forces into Greece. 
1 did believe all this^ and said it ; because I 
am apt to believe in the infallibility of these 
great men. This was, obviously to me, the 
game he ought to have played. It was 
tempting, it was open, it promised success ; 
but he was lost in the danger of Egypt. 
He persisted in trying to save Egypt : and 
did not know that he was losing his time. 

England had conquered Egypt before I 
left it : she had only to avail of the advan- 
tage she had gained. Gantheaume h^s been 
disappointed. The Republicans have not 
conquered Turkey. The moment perhaps 
islost« The Northern Confederacy may be 
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Otherwise disposed. Austria may now bo 
otherwise disposed. — But the Creeks, he 
may say, are .revolted jn their hearts ; but 
all Servia is in rebellion ; but the Turkish 
power is a phantom. But I will attempt 
It yet. 

Indeed the flood«gates of dominion seem 
every where to be wrenched ; the waters 
arc out t the land-marks are removed, 
God alone can tell when this ajBBIicting 

spirit may subside, 

"^ 

The tendency of disorder is necessarily 
to dissolution ; and a day will come wfeet^ 
order will resume its reign, 

I do not mean to be pdfilcuiar wheft I 
speak of the tendency of disorder, I mean 
to awaken oOr policy to the geweraltiisorder 

of Europe. 1 think tiiat -France may not, 

« • • • 

At this time^ .lind it 90 easy a task to 
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accomplish her designs upon Turkey^ but 
I think also, that nothing can long protract 
the fall of that decaying Empire. 

Upon this principle we cannot part with 
Egypt at any rate. To whom should we 
part with it f If there were sufficient rea- 
son to justify our sending an anny into 
Egypt to expel the French, the same 
reason must exist for keeping them out. 
Then, how would you keep them out? 
Would you put the Turk in possession of 
it again f They cannot keep the French out. 
They could not keep them out before ; 
and when the French were in, could they 
drive them out? Are arguments wanting to 
substantiate this ? Is the Turk more power- 
ful than he was ? 

But England has professed to recover 
Egypt for the Turk: and shall England 
wrest Egypt from the French, to rob it 
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from the Turk ? Would this be acting the 
part of a faithful ally ? But England did 
not send her armies to Egypt out of com- 
pliment to the Turk. England had an in- 
terest in wresting Egypt from the French ; 
an interest^ equivalent to the magnitude of 
the undertaking: And shall she abandon 
this measure of safety to her interest before 
she is sure to have accomplished the intent 
of it? If the Turk could have kept the 
French out, there would have been no want 
of the armies of England to drive them out. 
The Turk attempted with the whole force 
of his Empire, to drive them out ; but the 
worid is informed how mismbly he wa, 
defeated. The Turk, therefore, is inkdequate 
in power; Shall England then restore it to 
the Turk, who cannot by himself defend it? 
Shall England live exposed to the same 
danger again? Then what is to.be done? 

. England should be eveir faithful to her 



« 



174 HISTORICAL RECOLLECTIONS 

principlesi ; faithful to her allies.. England 
must say to the Turk, you shall have your 
province ; we will defend it for you. You 
shall have your tribute, as the Mamaluks 
were engaged to pay it. Did the Mama- 
luk ever remit to you any tribute ? Could 
you force even the Mamaluk to pay to 
you his tribute ? Then England will an- 
swer that your tribute shall be paid^ 

Then what, will the consequences be to 
England? 

I have said, Sir, in my Speculations on 
Egypt,: that she annually sent a thousand 
ihips^abroad with her superfluous produc- 
tions. To enter into a detail of this com- 

a 

nerce would surpass the bounds of a letter : 
but it may be to your satisfaction to know, 
that in ricey and grain, arid coffee, and 
senna, and flax, and hemp, and sal am- 
moniac, and myrrh, and aloes; and gums 
of all kinds ; and ivory, and safflower, and 
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hides, and mdigo, and sugar^ and an in-^ 
fii^ite Variety of articles useful to oar con^ 
sumption and manufacture, a thousand 
cargoes may easily be composed, and an- 
nually imported from Egypt into England, 
Do I say a thousand ships? Yes! A 
thousand ships, and I have left out of my 
account the lake Natron : producing a saltj 
answering all the purposes of soda in bleach* 
ing, and in making of soap, equal to a 
thousand cargoes more, if required. All 
this will pre-suppose a want of European 
manufacture in an adequate proportion^. 
Cloth, and shalloons, and Manchester 
goods, and baize, and blankets, and shawls^ 
cutlery, iron ware, watches, lead, tin, tin^ 
plates, tobacco, cochineal^ andarins: . gun*' 
powder, and of tfvery assortment that can 
be named. This I can speiak of, .£nom my 
experience ai^d obiiervatioa. > This; is what 
hasbeendone. But if Egypt was protedted 
from ihe tyranny whkhiias opprera^ it|i 



176 HISTORICAL RECOLLECTIONS* 

if the peasant could enjoy the fruit of his 
labour ; if he had not to fear the display 
of bis means; his means would enable 
him, and his spirit would prompt him^ 
to indulge a little more in the conveni- 
encies and elegancies of life. If Egypt 
could be improved, in any proportion to 
its susceptibility of improvement, I would 
BOt hesitate to say, that we might reckon 
upon a circulation of two thousand ships 
of commerce in one year from Egypt to 
the ports of England. Dp we forget what 
Egypt was? I have seen what it is, Sirl 
The French have seen it, and know its 
worth. If it can be held to England, she 
may talk of jewels in her crown, but a 
brighter than this she. will not possess. 

To pretend to say,>in< the fluctuating 
state of power in Europe at pr^ent, who 
shall fall, and who shall rise; who shall 
be despoiled, and who shall divide the 
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spoil ; is not the purpose of my present 
address. A great disorder is near at hand. 
Those will fare best, who have best de- 
served. In this reflection, I feel most 
comfortable for honest England. 

GEORGE BALDWIN. 



London, 
September 27, 1801. 
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SPECULATIONS 

OK THE' 

. . . . • • • * 

SITUATION AND RESOURCES' 

• OF . . 

EGYPT, &c. 



CHAPTER I. 

As to its Situation relative to other 

Parts of the Globe. 

Jljgyft communicates with the coasts of 
Syria^ Garamania, Natolia, and. the coasts 
of the Black Sea ; with the coasts of Greece, 
of Italy, and France ; with the coasts of 
Spain, the northern coast of Africa, and all 
the islands of the Mediterranean, in a space 
of twenty daiys: it communicates with the 
coasts of Arabia Felix, of the gulphs of 
Pei*sia and Bengal, the Eastern coasts of 
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Africa, Madagascar, and the Gape of Good 
Hope, in forty days ; with the coasts of 
Sumatra, Java, Japan, and China; the 
Philippines, the coasts of Brazil, and great 
part of America ; with all the interior parts 
of Asia, Africa,, and Europe, in ninety- 
days : it approaches England to her pos^ 
sessions in the East Indies, by a communi- 
cation of sixty days ; and in one hundred 
days may send her tidijngs to the farthest 
comers of the earth. 

These things are not merely possible, 
but from natural causes, providentially ancT 
periodically revolving, often practicable 
and certain. 
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CHAPTER II. 

\ds to Us Commerce. 

IjLaving enumerated with what wonderful 
celerity Egypt, by reason of its favoured 
position^ can communicate with every 
other country of the globe, I may reason*- 
ably take this advantage likewise to the 
account of its c(»nmerce ; for what advan* 
tages do not derive to commerce from 
brevity and expedition f But Egypt has 
other advantages as important as these; 
she has the same facility of intercoidrse 
internally, and can convey her produce 
and importations to every town and village 
in the country with equal promptitude and 
ease. The Nile provides for this; but 
Egypt has a more essential obligation to 
the Nile; 
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CHAPTERID. 

Js to its Produclions and commercial 

Resources. 

N^ERE it needfiil^ h could enter into a 
detail of the various productions of Egypt; 
but sufficient for the present purpose may 
be to aver from observation of ihy own, 
that liaving si^piied her natural wants, 
she can send annually a thousand ships 
abroad with her superfluous productions^ 

* * I  

She is the magazine of all the trade of 
Yemen; the mart. for all the: coffee and 
rich gums of that proud territory ;: shfe is 
ihe magazine to all the interior parts of 
Afric?^ producing gold dust, ivwy; sennai 
drugs : she is the resort of all the[ tradefs 
of the world : it seems a common centre of 
universal commerce : the coin of all the 
world is current here. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

As to Us Government. 

1am puzzled to define its government : 
who has ever defined it? It is neither a 
dependoit nor independent ^ state ; y^t is 
nominally subject to the Ottoman Porte, 
and virtually independent* . I must attempt 
the history of it. 

£gypt was originally subject to the 
Caliphs; upon the deolension of their 
power, the Mamaluks, their s]!ivesyusurpe4 
upon their meters, and governed for thea^ 
selves. 

Sultan Selim, about two hundjred yoars 
ago, conquered it from the Mamalul(S| aiyl 
gavJB them the government they at present 
«njoy. 
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It is a mixed goverament. It is com** 
posed of four and twenty Beys, of which 
nmnber a Pasha, appointed by the Sultan^ 
counts for two; his Icaya, or deputy, One; 
and the remainder are made up from the 
bodjr of Mamaluks. 

The Pasha is merely the representative 
of the Sultan ; the mere pageant of autho* 
rity. Hi$ power extends to none of the 
executive functions of the state. The real 
active administration of public affairs is 
vested with the Beys. One among them is 
denominat^ed Sheck Bellad, or chief of the 
country ; and he appoints to all the other 
offices of the state. The Pasha has no 
more to do than confer the sanction of legal 
investiture upon such as are presented to 
him ;by the Beys. He exacts a settled 
aniiual tribute, as the sign of their feaky 
and subjection, and should remain other- 
wise a passive member of the constitution. 
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So great was the Sultan's ttversion frotn 
any thiAg like a pretension to power in hia 
Piasha, that upon aiiy account whatever! 
without even the obligation of assligning a 
reason, the Beys are' conatitutionally au? 
thorised to depose him» and as often as 
they shall think fit so to do. 

What the policy was of this strange 
unequal distribution of power in the go- 
vernment of Egypt, and why Saltan Selim 
should construct it sp differently from tha:t 
of the other conquered provinces, is n»tter 
of curious speculation, 

. But not difficult to explain, if judging 
of causeis from effects, we may l^itimately 
assign that for the principle, which is in* 
vwrisO^ly vindicated . through a long sue* 

€esii<>n of events. . 

• « 

SeUoa had to ^uard agaiiiist too dangerous 
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an aptitude in the natural and intrinsic 
resources of Egypt to declare for herself : 
he knew the defects of arbitrary govern^ 
ment : the nature even of delegated auifaio^ 
rity in Turkey partakes of the supreme too 
much to be injudiciously trusted; arid 
Egypt is an empire of itselfl He, thereforei 
sufficiently fettered the ambition of his 
Pasha. 

But in doing this^ did he not court the 
Other extreme f Did he not arm the restive 
spirit of the Mamaluks ? Let us consider 
these Mamaluks. 

The Mamaluks, a set of swineherds, 
vagabonds, any thing ; kidnapped in the 
mountains of Mingrelia, Gircassia, Ceoi^ia, 
and brought young into Egypt ; sold, cir^ 
cumcised, and trained to thecareerofgbry ;- 
their road to honour, apostacy ; their title 
to power, assassination and a contempt of 
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death : no stability, no order, no character 
among them, but a constant thirst and 
jealousy of coijimand. 

Then I answer, a power so placed 
controuls itself. But to counteracts more 
effectually, the possible ambition of any 
more^ aspiring smd; resolute among the Ma* 
mklukS) the Pasha hbj^ an extraordinary 
mtere$t given to him in every new creatioii 
of * Beys ; and is, : consequently, for ever 
xmtig such means to promote that' spirit of 
di^^sion and revolt among them, as is 
%\XK to obtain this end. Hence the per- 
petual' conunotions in the government of 
Egypt; hence the divisions amongst the 
Beys; hence the alternate prevalence of 
parties ; hence die contimial fluctuation m 
tbi ticb of power ; hence the security and 
aifectiaii of the state. 

%y^ since the establi shmeht of thi9 
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i9POQgmo«i9 government, these have becb 
Ihe invariable effects pf it. The Pasha in- 
citing disorders and ccinspiracies among the 
Beys; the Beys expelling the Pasha in 
return, and (be government subsisting in* 
violate in the midst of it* 

. : tThe rffvolt. of Ali -Bey, tinder favour of 
t^e Rusaian^ .war, r(177.0) Aiay jndcaid be 
fanMight agaimt.ineiasrah exception; but I 
99» xiQt a)»tm«di>6>r .my principle in the 
()Qi)l9mplatlon of . this ^ e^amt z.i. fadce it : as 
ati illustration of my ttet«. Ttiat sameispirU 
ivhichJkio<£bd the revolt:; ivhidi blew it 
Intoisucbubl^f^; of it self extinguished it^ 
No powrr.was seint againist ithe rebel; no 
dKtenial.fiMxejwas employed; .it iwas done 
biy tliatx»n8litUtioDal'sel&dbstiDying<q>]iit^ 
toiginally > idissemimted ; amopg i thdm by 
the wisdom of Selim s'^olicy/: it wvtt^that 
ambition common to every Mamaluk that 
quelled it i i Mehettied' Bey, his tr6;slt^e» 
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his favourite, his general, growing too great 
for restraint) deserted his master ; opposed 
him ; slew him i and, to make his peace 
with the Porte, sent offers, of. submission ; 
restored the constitution to its bounds, 
and was allowed ta.hold the reint. while 
he lived, as a reward for his riep^ance^ 
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CHAPTER y. 

j4s to its Means of Congest. 



JtvELATivELY id thc countries about it, 
they should adem omnqiotcnt. 

When Ali Bey threw off the yoke, he 
inarched to Mecca, and subdued it. He 
marched to Palestine, and subdued it. He 
marched to Syria, and subdued Damascus, 
Sydon, and Tripoly. He could say, with 
Caesar, ** veniy vidi, vici^ Wherever he 
appeared, they submitted. The whole 
empire was in a consternation. Aleppo 
had appointed deputies to solicit his 
yoke. 

But the crisis of his glory had passed ! 
his own forces turned against him, and he 
perished. 
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' WJiatwere theSeviCtorioirt arniies^com- 
posed of? Ten thousand Mamaluks "on 
horseback; two or three thousand Sa- 
ratclies, or foot soldiers; and a rabble of 
twenty thousand attendants. 

Egypt, therefore, convulsed, as we have 
seen, for two hundred years, by an hydra- 
headed government, had still resources left 
to send out powerful armies to conquest : 
not as the Goths went out, to seek sub- 
sistance; for the Egyptian armies were 
supplied from Egypt; but to add domi- 
nion to dominion. 

Their conquests should argue for the 
martial spirit of the people* as the sup- 
plies do for the resources of the coun- 
try: no such thing! Ali Bey had made 
himself terrible by his severity at home; 
and as he marched out, nobody was pre- 
pared to encounter him. He owed his 
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conquests to the exhausted sUte of the 

countries he assailed ; for ; victories he 

gained none 1 How cpuld he? he was not 
opposed. 
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CHAPTER VI. 



Js to its present State, and Aptibility of 
Drfence. 

A^EHEMED" Bey, who had so enriched 
himself by tlte conquests he had made for 
his master, Ali Bey, as to acquire the 
surname of Father Gold, (Aboudahab,) 
began (9 wish, for an easier situation ; and 
to accomplish .it, thought of purchasing 
his peace of the.Porte by the sacrifice of his. 
master and his. conquests, and by restoring 
Egypt to its foiiner ^nominal allegiance. 
He did it in. fact, and was so much cre- 
dited for his sincerity, as at once to gain 
the investiture of Sheck Bellad, and the 
digiiity of Pasha of £gypt, confirmed in 
his- own (Person : a circumstance. never be< 
fore known, and uniting in him a more 
02 
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dangerous power, because authorised, than 
ever Ali Bey had usurped. His reign was, 
however, short ; . and ended in a phenome- 
non — He died in his bed. 

It happened in the year 1775, and I in^ 
troduce this account of it, because it leads 
to some little history of the military at- 
chievemeats of the Mamaluks which have 
fullen under my immediate observation. 

Mehemed Bey died in an expedition 
against Daher el Omer, an Arab Sheck; 
and, in defiance of the Porte, many years 
absolute master of Acri and Palestine. 
His army dispersed the instant of his 
death, and fled like defeacted vagabonds to 
Cairo. . ^ ' - 

The government of Egypt was seized 
onby theJocum tenens, Ibrahim Bey; but 
the olher Beysiiw^o had accompanied the 
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army, were determined to dispute his title 
to it. 






They divided into factions, and every 
faction has prevailed in its turn: I have 
been witness to five revolutions in four 
years. , 

Some have been effected by a single 
treacherous blow : all were attempted by 
assassination ; and such as failed sent the 
parties to the field. These are the only 
instances I know of their feats of arms. 
The content is confined to the divided 
Mamaluks, but these draw after them 
their usual- rabble of attendants. The an- 
tagonists take positions for opportunities 
of advantage, and are never sudden in 
their resolutions. They take good time to 
digest their plans. The conflict has al- 
ways summed up in a desertion from the 
weakest side to the strongest, and then 
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the <k;$erted party ik9^ The others pur- 
sue ; but as all the ardour is foremost with 
the fugitives^ the number of slain, where 
sopietimes; thirty thousand men have been 
engaged) has ney^r exceeded seven — 
seven unfortunate men ! 

What must the soldiers be who fight 
such battles? What the people who sub- 
mit to such a government ? What the 
country that can flourish under, such op* 
pression? Soldiers without discipline, and 
bred in slavery ! A government that is the 
reward of the boldest assassin ! A peopk 
resigned to slavery from invincible h^bit. 
A country sending annually a thousand 
ships abroad with its superfluous produc- 
tions« Accessible on all sides, yet capable 
of defence against the most powerful as* 
sailant. 



. t 



Egypt is accessi^llBi on all sides, because 
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of the iptOTunte and want of discipline in 
its present possessors. All the avenues to 
it are opeti and imguarded. 

Alexandria has two ports. The old port, 
which is safe, and can contain as many 
ships as the greatest power can send against 
it ; and the New Port, which is unsafe, 
and exceptionable on many accounts. The 
entrance to both is from the wide sea, 
offering no kind of shelter, or hardly an- 
choring ground until the ship is in the heart 
of the town. Castles properly disposed to 
guard the entrance to these ports, might 
defy all the powers of the globe. 

Aboukir is a small port, east-north-east 
^lexandriaj of nearly the same descrip— 
1 in point of approach. The interval 
ng the! coast is rocky and dangerous. 
eRosetto branch of the Nile is navigable 
ittiall vessels, but notie of forcie isiifficient 
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to cov^r a landing can approach it. All 
alopg the coast of the Delta is shoal to the 
Damiati branch ' which admits of vessels 
of greater burthen, but not of a capacity 
to force a footing against any well-directed 
resistance : and further along tlie coast to 
Jo^^ and Acri is worse. The boundary on 
the land side eastward, is a sandy desart ; 
and following the line which separates this 
desart from the fertile land of Egypt, quite 
up to the meridian of S;uez, has no habit- 
able spot within an army*s march of twelve 
days. 

At Suez, we are vulnerable to a fleet; 
but Suez is separated from the inhabited 
land by a desart of three days* mfirch ; and 
a fortification calculated todefend the town 
and watering place for forty days, would 
defeat the best efforts of an enej^ny ; no fleet 
being able to contain atore ofiVv^^ter for an 
army, after so long a voyage, that would 
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supply a longer term; and/none is to be 
found near enough to supply the indispen- 
sable need of it^ 



Pursuing the Jirie of separation in a pa- 
rallel with the Red Sea, running southward 
quite up to the latitude of Cossir, there is no 
possible access by sea; and Cossir, guarded 
by a fort, would equally repel all attacks on 
that side. Not a single communication be- 
sides, from the Red Sea to the inhabited 
land of Egypt, all the way south to the 
cataracts ; and above them are an inoffen- 
sive race of people. On the opposite side 
of the Nile, beyond its .fertile margin, all 
the way down to the Mediterranean Sea, 
are the great desarts of Lybia, and Barca. 
This singular and invaluable situation is, 
from the defenceless condition it is in, ex- 
posed to invasion from the weakest of Eu- 
ropean adventurers : but a marshaled power 
in possession of il might be inexpugnable. 
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The actual infaabitaQts ivt)uld folm to dis* 
eipline, as the Indians,' and be in a condi- 
tion to contribute to its defence^ They are 
robust and pliant, inured to fatigue, and 
Very indifferent as to their condition in life. 
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CHAPTER Vn. 

As to the ImpeHance of this Situation to 
England, simply in Subservience to her 
political and commercial Correspondence 
with India. 

1 HESE were ray arguments in the year 
1773, and ] carried them into execution. 

A communication with India by the 
Red Sea may be established, which, in its 
consequenccss, will have this operation : it 
will create a call for the manufactures of 
Bengal principally, which will contribute 
to the prosperity of that country. It will, 
in exchange, supply them with a large re- 
turn of specie, the sinew of our importance 
in India. It will deduct from that of the 
French, by taking away the foundation of 
tlteir trade. It will afford a. chani^el of 
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expeditious correspondence » which is the 
soul of government, between England and 
the East Indies ; and in the event of a 
sudden war, may enable us fo conquer 
our rivals, and add their possessions to 

our own. 

«. 

That event did happen, and the estab- 
lishment I formed with these views, was 
the vehicle of our salvation in India ; was 
the vehicle of our preservation in the West 
Indies ; was the instrument of gaining that 
only equivalent we had to offer in our ne- 
gociation for peace; was a circumstance 
which had a considerable share in saving 
our national honour. 

These should be earnests of its future 
importance; but more may be said. Very 
little indeed need now be added, to prove 
the communication by Egypt to be a ne- 
cessary link in the chain of our connection 
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with India. It will appear with more 
effect, in a view of the importance of this 
situation to France. * I foresee that the 
topic is replete with matter qf arduous 
speculation. 
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CHAPTER YlII, 



<'.. 



as' h the Importance of £gypf to 

France. 



JDefore the fate of America was decided, 
I took into my head to argue thus — 1780; 
— but the argument was not without ex- 
traneous provocation. 

'* Should France be sensible of the ad- 
vantage of adding Egypt to her dominions, 
and were tempted to try the conquest of 
it ; supposing her triumphant in the pre- 
sent contest upon the sea ; what power on 
earth could prevent her designs ?" 

But the question being yet doubtful as 
to its issue ; this might be said : " Were 
France to make the best use of her present 
power, her plan would be to leave America 
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to her fate ; tp preserve iher present nzvaA 
consideration entire; and .tQ secure the 
neutrality of England to this more plau- 
sible (lesign. It will bear investigation. 

For America ind^pendeot* m&y grow to 
be a more dangerous enemy toTranee llhan 
England is : first, from the proximity of 
her power to the FretKh islands.;, ^nd hiext, 
from the irreconcileable principles of Ame- 
rica,^ : policy/ with .the Juoivn !iiiaxiniii' of 
French goyemmeht. ,. . j 

Because France will Secure, without 
fighting, what all her efforts have nevt^r 
obtained — to say, *' as strong a fleet as 
Engird, and a colony more than adequate 
to all her islands, and all ber prospects 
from American connections." 

Because the commercial interests of 
England and France, drawing thence to 
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opposite poifite, 'may ren^ve the ;ancieiit 
bQne;0f jcontekition. : ^ 



► • • 



Because every consideration conspires 
in such a system to aggrandize the power; 
ii]ci:ea$e the wealth j.a-Ad insure the tran- 
quIUity ©f France. 

The'navigation is short and safe. ' 

•• .  ■. . •  ' : .: ■• 

: The colony subject neitli6r to ihtn-ri- 
canes, sickness^ nor earthquakes. 

iNo yival'in the way of her commercial 
operations. . 
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No enemy to intercept her succours/ in 
case, of alarm. . 



i 



No need of transporting subsistence to 
her forces .when there. 
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Were tAiihk td be obtaiileds would mt 
France take it for a doubtful cause? would 
not England accede to it, to purchase her 
defection from America? 

The idea of recovering America from an 
* tctual uncertain state of the war^ ivould 
have weight vrith England ; but in conUsm* 
plation of her East India possessions, and 
the prospect of danger to these from the 
growing power of America, in any future 
contention, ought to dispose her for such 
an accommodation. France would have 
nothing to fear from the resentment of 
America, because it must be the interest 
of England to deprive her of her strength. 
The accession of Egypt to France might be 
disaimed of its danger to England, by an 
arrangement which should secure the na- 
vigation of the Red Sea exclusively to Eng- 
land ; and nature has concurred to every 
other disqualification. The indqpendency 
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of America, or even an unrestricted trade, 
which has already been offered to them, are 
fraught with mischiefs to the interests of 
England : I, rather than grant them, would 
vow perpetual war with France. 

* • • • . , 

But this opportunity is gone; at the 
time I now write, America is independent. 
Let us revert to ,our text. 



The importance of this situation to 
France is, I think, transcendantly shewn 
in the reflections we have just read. Eng* 
land must now look with a jealous eye to 
the machinations of France. 
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. CHAPTER IX. 

__ • _ *  

As to the Conquest of Egypt by France. 

X H £ R £ is a long preliminary to be set- 
tled before this can be attempted with any 
certainty oif effect. The* temptation is, 
however, paramount to all. 

When I said, that the independency of 
America, or even an unrestricted trade 
allowed to them, was pregnant with mis- 
chiefs to England, I confess that I suspected 

from the least of them almost unavoidable 

» 
perdition to our settlements in the East In- 

diesi The effect of the former I considered 

to be nearer ; but I looked for the same 

consequences, more remote in the prospect, 

even from the latter : I would rather liave 

vowed perpetual war to France. 

Pi? 
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Some reasons will be expected from me, 
I suppose, for this inveterate pre-election. 

If the latter may be vindicated by argu- 
ment, the lirst, of course, will speak for it- 
self: I shall only speak to the latter. 

• 9 

' 1 

* • . • . « 

4 

Then^ I say, >mi unrestricted trade; Will 
admit the ships of America |iatQ>»li Uie 
ports in the East Indies; and this inter-: 
course with our settlements will produce 
the effect. 



■/ > 



W^at is^ the state of the^ i^ngjish pos- 
sessions in tbej&^st Indies? ' 

» » 
J . . t ' • 

A country aliqost equal in ; ^^tofii to 
all Europe^ ^nd richer in its natural rei* 
sources; ' 

m 

An army of one hundred and tiveoty 
thousand men, Well disciplined. 
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A revenue badly administered, capable 
of defraying such an army; of defrajring 
the civil government, and still of remitting 
millions sterling annually to £ngland. * 



At a distance mocking all coercion. 



France and America nearer to them thao 
England, and ever amiious to favour their 
defection. 

With such truths to revolve in minds 
already complaining of th^ arbitrary ex* 
ercise of authority, the Americans arrive 
among them free, exulting, broke loose 
from all restraints. Need any thing be 
added ? 

But I do not insist upon this, as a sole 
and indispensable incentive ; it has a por- 
tentous look, no doubt, and may come iii 
as a cause, gx be concomitant to the effect ; 
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I construct my liiotivc to this conqiieit 
upon other grounds. ! 

I construct it upon the degeneracy and 
degradation of the Turks ; upon the weak- 
ness of the Egyptians ; upon the common 
policy of empire and of states ; and upon 
its general compatibility with the views 
and interests of every European maritime 
state encompassing the Mediterranean Sea. 

These considerations united, (and who 
shall say they have no existence in fact ?) 
The opposition of England, and of all who 
may be disposed to join her, will fail in 
their best efforts to prevent it. 

Must I support my propositions by ar- 
gument ? Then I appeal to the state of the 
Turkish empire; an empire dismembered 
by revolt; despoiled of revenue; having 
no resources ; their military spirit deb)a$edi 
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their fleet degraded ; their power a phan- 
tom ; their government deceding under its 
constitutional defects. 

• • • 

And is it still for me to prove that the 
nature of all power is to assert itself; to 
encroach where it can ? Then appeal to the 
fate of Poland ; appeal to America ; appeal 
to the Crimea ; appeal to Holland ; appeal 
to the history of the world. I believe 
there is an essential principle in the doc- 
trine of power : it is another atmosphere ; 
it can know no void ; it rashes in upon 
every recess; it is dominion's tide; its 
causes float upon the passions and distem- 
pers of men. 




In this view, were the pwrars of Austria, 
and Russia to press in upon the yielding 
provinces: of the Turk; France, unable to 
oppose theiDf would embrace the altema- 
tive and join in the spoil : Egypt would be 
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the natural lot of France; an4 Russia anil 
Austria, elated and sated with the diYi* 
sion of the rest, applying to tlie tdrantages 
contained in the completion of these 
events, conspire, concert, and mutually 
abet the general and separate interestir of 
the whale. 

I have before described the defenceless 
state of Egypt, as to its proper resources: 
and now, the protection they derived from 
their nominal dependance oq the Porte, is 
lost in the extinction of that power itsel£ 
Who, then, is to resist the powers which 
may assail her? 

If Venice is to recover a portion of her 
lost commerce and estates; if Spain, and 
Genoa ,^ and Maita, allured by the panaispcact 
of gain ta themselves^ haa the coosc^ 
quences of success, in tfbese schniieBi.sbQi];hl 
join their confederate force (b^ (ib( Seet» of 
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France; would England singly oppose 
them f Or who is to oppose them with any 
effect? 

France, in possession of Egypt, would 
possess the master-key to all the trading 
nations of the earth. Enlightened, as the 
times are, in the general arts of navigation 
and commerce, she might make it the em- 
porium of the world: she might make it 
the awe ofthe Eastern world, by the facility 
she would command of transporting her 
forces thither, by surprise, in any number, 
and at any time; and England would hold 
her possessions in India, at the mercy of 
France. 1785. 

GEORGE BALDWIN. 
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MEMORIAL 

Relating to the Trade in Slaves carried 
on in Egypt: the Mimbers annuultg 
brou^t into Egypt and sold; disiin- 
gaishing those that are JVatives dfAsia^ 

from those that are JVaHves of Africa; 

from what Parts they ure brougkt, and 
whether the Male Slaves are usually 
castrated. 

And further relating to the Caravans pe* 
riodically sent from Egypt into the 
interior parts of Africa. To'whatCdun- 
tries they go: of what Articles theih 
Gommtrve consists, and the prbbahle 
Amount ofeadi Arlidt; together mlk 
what Circumstances may tend to ihriow 
Light on the Mature and Extent of this 
Commerce^ and the Condition^ Popula- 
tion^ State 6f CttUimfion^ and Govern- 
meni of those Countries in the jfntenvr 
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of Africa^ with which this Trade is 



carried on. 
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^Addrefsed la the Right Hon. the Marquis 
of Carmarthen, Secretary of State Jor 
. the Foreisrn Departmentr-'Hlated the 3d 
. ofOctoher,n8S. 
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And first, to distinguish between the 

slaves, of Asia, and those of Africa, 

\ . . . . • 

 • ' • . * • • 

- 1 i ' . . i 

The slaves; of Asia, ar^ brought from 
Qeorgla, Mingreliii, Circassia, and the 
borders of Pereia* They are of that race 
of men> from which the Japisaries, so vie- 

• ^ * 

torious and invincible in the history of the 
Turks, were constantly selected. They do 
not lose the name of slave when they are 
brought into Egypt, for the appellation of 
Mamaluk which is given to them signifies 
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it; but instead, it confers a title -to reign. 
Their number, in all Egypt, does not now 
exceed four thousand; and the annual 
importation, since Russia has asserted the 
indep^dency of their native provinces) 
does not surpass ode hundred. The Beys, 
who originated from the same fount, are 
genei'ally their purchasers. They beco^nej 
by this act, initiated Mamaluks ; espouse 
the Mussulman religion by force; are 
trained to arms ; and start in a career which 
infallibly leads the expert and valiant to 
grandeur and power. 

In the time of AH Bey^\ their numbers 
amounted to ten thousand : but his wars, 
and the spirit of contention and rebellion 
he left behind him, has wasted them to 
their present state. The sources of their 
replenishment too being obstructed, we 
are hastening to the period which ^ will 
extinguish them quite, and leave Egypt 
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daked to any |)Oiv«r,wiiich siajr be pre^ 
^rbjg 16 Bubd^ it. - 

r ; I 

- l^ho Afriean «lAves> on the oontniry, 
are bnMigjht to ^^rve. They mtain their 
charactensttc title of Abd, signifyini pro* 
pctly ^lave: and tbeir coloui^, ^diversified 
only by a few shades, i$ black. Their 
conditioh^ however, in Egypt is miW; for, 
whether from humanity or interest ; wbe* 
ther nature or good sense ; it is remarkable 

• * • 

that theirmasters treat them with a parental 
tenderness ; adopt them with confidence ; 
entrust them with the management of their 
concerns ; marry them ; and in fact pursue 
this plan of benevolence to the last. 

MVt see in return, generally speaking, a 
devotion ; an attachment ; a fideiily which 
nothing can remove. We see a gravity in 
their demeanour which seems to be the 
election of the mind. We see a discernment 



in tfa^i^ actions, not fur; fronic rtfioei|ftmti 
Y^t, these men are slarcs^; Negiioe^vofftletat 
san^e marsery from irliidb our pianatatgnia 
ar^sopplied, andcon,idc.qdai!beingba«xi)» 
possessed of the form only of ^n^ w 






< it is troe^ that in Egypt /they are ndt 
Wanted for the laborious duties of life. 
The native peasftntry do^ a.H that; and of 
course the numbers, annually imported are 
inconsiderable, compared with the asto- 
nishimg drains expatriated to the -West 
Indies. I am well assured that they do not 
exceed five thousand, comprising male and 
femak ; of which the female at;e the major 
part. They are taken in the kingdoms of 
Sennar, Darfour, Fezzane, and Abyssinia ; 
and'the smallest number, though on account 
of their docihty, the mo$t desired, is (torn 
Abyssinia. 

The slave^ in Egypt, is perfectlyat the 
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iriercy of his master; but I cannot learn, 
frcmi all the information I can collect^ a 
single instance of any rash or revengeful 
exercise of that power. The master says^ 
^^ 1 can dispose of him, if he displeaseth 
me, why should I destroy my property?" 
And the slave can say, ^^My master is 
cruel to me, proclaim me in the market;'' 
(soke el SultdnJ and he must be sold, 

. There seems a contradiction to the ab- 
solute power of the master in this : but 
again, there is so much odium in this 
barbarous country ^ attending the infliction 
of death . upon a slave, that the claim to 
mercy has the voice of the law! What 
harm can result from this order of things ? 
Will (he slave capriciously say. Sell me? 
He. does but change one master for another. 
Or willthe master sufier by parting froin 
a discontented slave ? I see no great 
(danger of abuse from this . lenity in pur 
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government of slaves, nor does experience 
contradict me. But how it would be iaour 
islands, where the labour is heavy, where 
the food is unwholesome, where the irasci- 
bility of the master is provoked by the 
very nature of the service ? I see the pro- 
priety of the rule giving way to the diversity 
of the case. The evil seems to follow the 
fatal necessity which it serves. Masters 
might be less exigent of labour, and temper 
better the necessity which constrains. It 
might be provident even to forego a few 
hogsheads of sugar to preserve the temper 
and constitution of the slaves. They should 
remember, '^ that of all men, these savpges 
are born most free.'' That, to pass from 
perfect freedom to the most tyrannic ser- 
vitude, is not the easiest transition of life. 
That these slaves feel keenly the sentiment 
of their fate, a thousand instances of their 
preferring death in its most desperate 
forms, sufficiently evince. And shall 

e2 
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Englishmen trample upon this sentiment; 
treat it as a spirit of obstinate revefige ; 
Englishmen, who glory in the same cha* 
racteristic ; whose boast is death, or liberty? 

I should hope that the example of the 
Turks might operate to soften the tondition 
of the poor men subjected to our service ; 
and if there are necessary evils, which must 
be complied with, at least that the sub- 
mission to them should be so exacted with 
all possible humanity as to make it sup- 
portable. 

The few slaves that are castrated for the 
seraglio, and for other people in power, 
do not undergo that abominable fate until 
they arrive in Upper Egypt, where, I 
am informed, a Copht family, which has 
exercised that profession from father to 
son for a series of years, continue to 
live by their dextetity in that practice, 
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* 

but. the number does not exceed tWemty , 
annually* 

The caravan, which is the vehicle of 
this particular commerce, returns annually, 
and visits, as I said before, the kingdomii 
of Sennar, Darfour, Fezzane, and Abys*- 
ainia. They take with tliem coral, Venetian 
glass beatls^ and other ware; musket- 
barrels, and linen of the manufacture of 
Egypt. And for these they get in exchange 
gold dust, gums, ivory, tamarinds, ostrich 
feathers, and slaves. The value of this 
commerce altogether amounts to about one 
hundred thousand pounds, but is capable, 
in the opinions of most men, were the 
government of Egypt favourable to com- 
merce, of infinite enlargement. 

Egypt dispatches also annually, a con- 
siderable caravan to Mecca. Its foundation 
is for holy purposes; but is encouraged 
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likewise in objects of commerce so mijic^r 
that the merchandize exported and received 
by this caravan enjoys a perfect exemption 
from duty. It employs about six thousand 
camels, and takes to Mec(:a and Gedda, 
ordinary linens, coraj, Venetian beads, 
ambpr, cochineal, French clotli, quicks 
silver, pimento, tinsel, German dollars, 
and Venetian sequins. Jhe valfle of these 
articles amounts to about one huudred 
thousand pounds ; and they are exchanged 
for India goqdsj muslins, Surat stuffs, rich 
shawls, and f ofiee. But this is but a small 
portion of the trade carried op from Cairo 
tp Gedda ; the pth^r part is parried on by 
sea, and employs upwards of fifty ships, of 
two hundred tons burthen each, and some 
of a thousand tons. Tfie amount of thjs 
commerce keeps in circulation not less than 
a sum of three millipns of poqnds sterling. 

Jhere is likewise an aln^ost con$tan( 
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intercourse by caravans between Cairo and 
Syria, composed generally of one hundred 
camels each. They bring cotton, silk, and 
soap ; and take away linens,' coffee, and 
money. The annual amount of this com^- 
merce may be fifty thousand pounds 
sterling. 

Another caravan comes annually with 
the subjects of the King of Morocco, from 
Fez and Morocco. It is commonly com- 
posted of about five thousand camels to 
carry the merchandize, and of about fifteen 
thousand mules for the travellers. ' They 
bring gold dust, and pieces of massive cur- 
rency : also silver in bars ; and they, take 
in return India goods and raw silk. The 
amount of this branch of commerce is about 
one hundred thousand pounds annually. 
Part of this caravan passes on to Mecca^ and 
part remains to transact business, and to 
return with the return of the caravan^ 
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I know of ho other caravans merely 
commercial. What are called caravans 
from Suez to Cairo, and from place to 
place in the dominions of Egypt; are 
merely caravans of transport. The camels 
are supplied by the Arabs, who constantly 
encompass all fertile countries bordering 
upon the Desart, and who draw 'a very 
ample subsistence from this transport ser^ 
vice; but they are not always contented 
with this : they are constantly finding pre* 
tences for war, or, more properly speaking, 
for rapine ; and become as hurtful by their 
\ depredations, as they are useful in the 
other sense. * 

So far I have endeavoured to obey the 
immediate requisitions of the head of this 
Memorial, and by a statement of things as 
near the truth as the nature of the subject 
will admit. | am taking measures to come 
at such materials, as may be depended 
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iipoH; to satisfy the further inquiries om^ 
cemliig what other cirtumdtantes m^f 
tend to throw light on the nature and 
extent of this commerce, and on the con- 
dition, population, state of cultivation, 
and government, of the countries in rela- 
tion with it ; and will do my best to do 
it well. I can so far say, that an English 
gentleman, of the name of Robarts, is at 
Cairo, determined to visit Abyssinia, and 
with whom I am in such good corres- 
pondence, as warrants me to promise 
myself every interesting information he 
can procure. He is a very sensible old 
man; of a liberal mind; and loves his 
country* I could already give a general 
idea of the subject, from the frequent 
conversations I have entertained with 
people by some means acquainted with 
it: but where facts can be obtained^ I 
imagine the wish of Administration must 
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be to be so ascertained, rather than be 
troubled with reports which may be liable 
ito be contradicted* 

GEORGE BALDWIN, 



Alexandria, 
Jumzi, 1789. 
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REMARKS . ^ 

ON THE USE OF OIL IN THE PLAGUE. 

* • . • 

By Citizen Desgenettes, Chief Physkim 
to (he Army of the East. . 



A. SBRX£$ of ob$¥ry%tiQii& and r«»sQn)tigs 
led George Baldwin^ the British Consul ^ 
Alexandria^ to believe, that friction of tiiQ 
bodies of persona* exposed to the. plag09# 
with lukewarm oil of olives, would be nol 
only a preservative against, but an effica- 
cious mean of removhag^ that malady.^ -In 
order to bing^'hii opinion to the test i^f 
experiment, he imparted it tQ Father Lovift 
of Pavia, who had superintended the |^h 
pital of Smyrna for seven and twenty yejaufi 
requesting him to make a trial of this re- 
medy: and that. priest ol^aervedi th;it;, of 
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all the means against the plague employed 
under his inspection, this was the most 
useful. '  

From the trials made of this remedy, 
resulted a series of directions on the man- 
ner of administering it, and of the regimen 
to bt observed during the time. 

Ji is not sufBci^t barely to anoint the 
whole body with oil : it must also be 
stroiigly rubbed with it; and hence the 
word friction has been preferred to 
unction. 

The friction ought to be made with a 
clean sponge, and a motion so quick, . that 
It may be over in three minutes. It should 
be made only once, on the day when the 
disease makes it appearance 

If the perspiration be not abundant, the 
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frictions must be repeated till the patient 
swims, so to speak, in his sweat ; and nei'^ 
tlier his shirt nor his bed should be changed^ 
till the perspiration cease« This operation 
should be performed in a close chamber, 
furnished with a chafing-dish full of-live 
coals, on which sugar or juniper-berries 
ought, from time to time, to be strewed. 

It is impossible to determine the time 
which should intervene between the fric- 
tions, because a second friction cannot be 
made, till the perspiration has entirely 
ceased ; a circumstance which depends on 
the constitution of the patient. Before 
each repetition of the friction with oil, the 
sweat must be wiped from the patientV 
body with a warm cloth. These firictions 
may be continued several days succes- 
sively, till a favourable change is observed, 
and then they may be more slight. It is 
difficult to determine precisely the quantity 
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pf (hI *na<:9s[$ary for each friction^ biit a 
ym^ should certainly be sufficient; the 
freshf§t apd {>ur€lst oil i9 to be preferredi 
^d it j^oyld be ralher lukewarm than hot. 
The breast and the priYities should be 
^lightly rubbed ; and the parts which are 
lipt under friction should be carefully co- 
vered to avoid cold. If there are tumors 
and buboes, they should be gently anoint- 
ed, till they are sufficiently ready for the 
application of emollient cataplasms, to in- 
duce suppuration. 

The person who performs the frictions 
should before-hand anoint his body with 
oil ; it is useless for him to rub himself; 
nor does^it signify whether he anoint him- 
self with more or lesis quickness. It will 
also be prudent for him to observe the or« 
dinary precautions ais to oil-skin or cere* 
doth cloaths, wooden shoes, 8cc. to avoid 
the breath of the patient, and, above all, 
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to preserve a great deal of courage and 
coolness. 

•• • . . . v. 

We cannot too much recommend, that 
the frictions be not delayed after the dis- 
ease makes its appearance. The perspira- 
tions are very much promoted by giving 
the patient an infusion of the flowers of the 
alder-tree, without any sugar. 

As to regimen, the patient may he sup- 
ported, for the first four or five days, with 
a soup of vermicelli, well boiled in water 
alone, without salt. Afterwards a small 
spoonful of cherries preserved in sugar 
may be additionally given him six or se- 
ven times a day ; for it is to be feared that 
honey would be too laxative. 

When there are hopes of a cure^ that is, 
when, after five or six days, the patient 
finds himself better, he may be allowed in 
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tbe morning a cikp of good Mocha coffee, 
and a sugared biscuit, and the number of 
biscuits may be increased, as he. recovers 
his str^gth. 

For fifteen or twenty days, the patient 
should dine and sup on rice or vermicelli, 
boiled in water alone, a little bread, dried 
raisins, and preserved cherries, in greater 
plenty than before; and the quantity of 
bread, which ought to be of the best qua- 
lity , may be increased. In summer, his 
«oup may be made of little gourds fcourgesj 
and in winter of pot-herbs, with no other 
reasoning than a little oil of sweet almonds. 
In the course of the day, according to the 
State of the convalesoent, oranges, very 
ripe or baked pears, or even biscuits, may 
be given him, in such quantity that diges- 
tion may be easily carried on, and his ap- 
petite never wholly satisfied. At the end 
of thirty or even^ five-and thirty days, his 
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morning and evening repasts may consist 
of soup made of chicken, or a neck of mut- 
ton ; but he should not be allowed to use 
solid meat, before the expirafion of forty 
days, in order to avoid indigestion, which 
is dangerous, and frequently accompanied 
with the return of buboes. 

After the fortieth day, he may eat roasted 
or boiled veal, and may take a moderate 
quantity of wine; but should carefully 
avoid every thing which is difiicuH of di- 
gestion. 

The following are some proofs of tha 
efficacy of oil : — 

In one year, in which the plague carried 
off a million of people in Upper and Lower 
Egypt, there was not a single instance of 
an oil- porter being attacked with that 
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malady :* The same observation was made 
at Tunis ; and these facts first suggested 
the idea of employing oil, both as a pre- 
servative and a remedy, t 

In 1793, two-and-twenty Venetian sai- 
lors lived on a low swamp^ for the space 
of five-and-twenty days, with three persons 
who died of the plague ; but unction with 
oil saved all the rest of the party. 

In the same year, three Armenian fami- 
lies, one of them consisting of thirteen indi- 
viduals, another of eleven, and the third of 
nine, saved themselves by the same means. 

• The Translator has been informed, that when the 
plague raged in London, the tallow-thandlers gene- 
rally, or universally, escaped infection. The tobac* 
conists are said to have been equally fortunate, 

t It is not true that these facts suggested the re-r 
medy ; the remedy being found by' a ratiocinio upon 
the question, suggested an inquiry which discovered 
those facts. G. B. 
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They attended their infected parents, lay 
on the same beds, and might be said to 
hold them incessantly in their arms; yet 
they escaped the contagion. 

In 1794, a poor woman was shut up in 
a chamber with thirteen persons, infected 
with the plague of whom she had the care, 
and by means of unction, she preserved 
herself from the contagion. 

Two persons belonging to a family of 
Ragusa, caught the infection in the last- 
mentioned year. They plunged themselves, 
so to speak, into oil, and were exempted 
from all htrm. 

In short, this practice is at present ap- 
proved, and generally followed, at Smyrna. 

In the course of these observations, we 
find several admonitions ; particularly on 
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the necessity of immediately administering 
the frictions to the infected. A delay of 
five or six days would render them wholly 
inefiectuaL ^ 

A diarrhoea is regarded as a mortal 
symptom : the frictions, however^ ought hot 
to be discontinued on that account ; for four 
patients, who had arrived at that dangerous 
crisis, were nevertheless cured, 

m 

The hospital at Smyrna received, in five 
years, two hundred and fifty infected pa- 
tients ; and it may be safely affirmed, that 
every one of them, who were allowed pro- 
per time, and submitted to the atove treat- 
ment, obtained a cure. 

An immense number have been pre- 
served from contagion by unction, assisted 
by temperance. 
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The little work, of which the present is 
an abstract, is concluded by the favourable 
attestations of the Consuls of England, and 
the empire, at Smyrna; and a number of 
testimonies of persons in public employ- 
ments, and of respectable individuals who 
have endeavoured to extend this method 
of treatment into every country interested 
in iti 

We have omitted nothing essential, and 
disregarding all theory, we only present 
facts, already supported by numerous tes- 
timonies, and which we submit anew to 
the test of experiment. 



ESSAY 



ON 



THE PLAGUE. 









ESSAY 



ON 



THE PLAGUE 



I HAVE sought a remedy for the Plague in 
its history and character. 

The origin of this disease is not known ! 
it may have had such an origin as the 
distemper produced in jails, which is also 
contagious, to say : *^ Long confinement ; 
deep anguish; unwholesome food!" But 
the origin of its introduction at particular 
times in particular places is always to be 
traced to a parent. 

As for example, our present Plague in 
Egypt, 1791, was imported from Constant 
tinople in a French ship called TAmiable 
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Marie, Captain Estienne; having several 
infected slaves on board. Some of them 
died at Alexandria, and the remainder were 
transported to Cairo. Ishmael Bey, Sheck 
Bellad, purchased them for Mamaluks. 
They infected his palace, and he fell him- 
self a victim to it : from him the conta- 
gion spread all over Egypt; and from 
Egypt to Rhodes and Stancliio, and Scio, 
and Smyrna, and over all the coasts of 
Syria, 

The same thing is true with respect to 
every Plague "'hiz-h I h^vf tn^wn nf *ii,i-;nfr 
an acquainta 
and-thirty yi 
the Turkish 

It is not ii 
great and le 
por is it coi 
generateii in 
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tion could defend us from it in those cases. 
It is on the contrary, a constant fact, that 
such as confine themselves to their houses, 
and avoid all contact with infected people ; 
or with things which have been in contact 
with the infection, are sure to escape it. : 

It is, therefore, only communicated by 
contact! I will not say absolute contact;, 
because there may be great danger in as- 
certaining the fact ; but it is proved, that 
infected people may be approached within 
a few yards without danger ; but how near 
I cannot take upon me positively and 
precisely to say. 

I have an opinion that it acts like the 
electric spark, flying from one object to 
another within the sphere of its influence. 
for the world will allow that there is great 
activity in the efforts of the Plague ; but 
what the sphere of its. power is, I cannot 
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detennine. It is not very great. For tMs 
reaion I do not say that it is only to be 
gained by absolute contact. 

It is an evil, which hitherto having 
baffled all the skill of all the physical men 
in the world, made it, I thought, a vain 
pursuit in me to calculate its symptoms^ 
and thence deduce its antidote, for nothing 
of this kind could have been 1< " 
and I confess that symptoms co 
they are so multiform, and tha 
1 am wanting of knowledge 
perties of drugs. I, therefor 
my researches upon this bra 
subject to the general defeat, : 
for granted that the road lay el 

I sought it in its natural ext 
Egypt, at the summer solstic 
cow, at the winter solstice. 
Umitedby the north temperate 
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by the heat at tbe tropic, and at the 
polar circle by the cald. It is not knowa 
to the southern hemisphere. These are 
historical facts. Then its antidote is to be 
found in the extremes of heat and cold. 

But how collect these extremes? how 
administer them ? the hot bath ? the cold 
bath? spirit of nitre interaally? spirits of 
wine ? I am no adept in these things. It 
seemed to me something to have settled a 
principle ; and I took time to reflect. 

Again. Let us consider the character 
of the Plague. What is the Plague? 

A violent efiervescence in the humours 
of the body ; or in the blood ; or in the 
nervous fluids ; or in ail ! I am not tena* 
clous for the precise terni; the world wiU 
Jbfiow that I am no doctoir : but an eSer* 
vescenoe which acting with «ore violence 
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than the constitution c^q beai*, prove$ ' 
suddenly fatal. In stronger constitutions, 
or in weaker constitutions, if they^ wilt 
have it so, but in such constitutions as 
resist the effervescence, it resolves into 
tumours strongly inflamed, and offers a 
better chance of recovery. 

Then, what causes effervescences? 

All acids, mixed with another sort of 
bodies called alkalis, will make a violent 
effervescence! This, the Dictionary says, 
is the great general criterion of efferves- 
cences ! Then I craiclude the cause of the 
disorder called the Plague must be an acid ! 
A malignant acid, if you please, or a 
benigiiant acid ; for 1 fancy that the quan- 
tity or force of the acid, without any par- 
ticular property even, might be equally 
deadly ; it depending upon the violence of 
its action. As in electrical operations you 
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will findaspa'rk, ota stream of fluid, benig- 
na!nl ; and a sufficient shock of the same 
benigriant fluid, destructive. The danger 
may be in the qtiantity. But let it be 
malignant in its essence, that is not. the 
question : the question is — Is it an acid? 

The effect of acids, is inflammation. 
Tfite plague has this character. 

Th6hV havfe acids, or the flame they 
prbdufee, any observable predilection for 
bh6 feody more than for another? The 
electric fluid wiH quit one body to fly to 
anoiher. h it from a natural endeavour 
in iiliids' t<y establish an equilibrium in all 
things in affinity with them, that they m\\ 
leave a body aheady saturated, to fly to 
another; (>r is it a predilection for one 
body more than for another ? 

It may be either : if the cause of the 
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disease is pleased to leave the suffering body 
to fly. to another, from whatever impulsion 
it is, the evil is cured: remove the cause, 
and you remove the effect- 
But this is proper to the electric fluid : 
Is the electric fluid an acid f 

If the character of acids is to inflame, 
the electric fluid will inflame : try it with 
gunpowder, and see how it will explode. 
It, therefore, has the character of acids. 
Then acids, by the same rule, should have 
the character of the electric fluid : that is, 
to fly from one body to another : but the 
Reader will tell me, there are volatile acids : 
why all this labour to prove it ? 

Then what are the predilections of acids ? 

If we consider acids in their effects on 
other bodies, they produce inflammation. 
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And what are the predilections of flame? 
Why, generally speaking, to all oleaginous 
substances ! 

But flame will communicate, and ex- 
pand itself, without abandoning its original 
prey. To prove that flame delights in oil, 
and will make efforts to get at it, is proving 
nothing to our intent. The cause remains 
where it was. We must get rid of the 
cause. 

But in flame that will communicate, 
there must exist its active principle, an 
acid. And if flame is so fond of oils, its 
necessary cause, its companion, its parent 
can have no aversion from them. 

This disquisition led me to make an 
experiment ; and in a glass I put some pure 
olive oil^ and over it, on the glass, at a 
distance of half an inch at least, t put a 
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lemon perfect, and almost mature. And 
in a few hours I had the satisfaction to see 
the acid of the lemon trickling down the, 
glass, and mixing with the oil; and in 
about eight days the lemon had almost 
e?ehausted itself of every drop of its juice. 
I have always succeeded in this experi- 
ment, hut with great diversity as to the 
time, from diversity of season, and quality 
of the fruit. 

I had now an evidence of the predilec- 
tion of the acid for an oil ; and so stroag 
a predilection, thart it would quit, its na- 
tural body to intermix itself with this 
straAiger. These things may be comnwui 
to professors in chymia-: so. much the 
better; they will be the readier to approve 
me. But I have found thepi only now in 
the. way to-n^y .purpofie* > 

4 

t • . •  - 

' < • • • 

Whatremaimd /p. fee doiie moiw, but ta 



RELATING TO EGYPT. S61 

try the experiment on the Plague itself. 
An opportunity soon offered. 

My opposite neighbour being at his 
window, looked afflicted, I asked him what 
ailed him ? He told me that a young man, 
his relation, in a part of the same building 
he inhabited, was struck with the Plague. 
" Anoint him with oil," said I, " and he 
will do well." He had no opinion of the 
oil, and did nothing. The next day I 
questioned him, " Well, how is your re- 
lation ? Have you anointed him ?" — " No t 
he is better." It was false : the man was 
worse. The third day in the evening I 
^w him again ; he was crying : — '* What 
is the matter with you ; is your relation 
dpad?" — ** No; but he is very ill: he is 
dying !" — *' Anoint him with oil," I said 
to him again : what do you risk? — " Oil 
is heating," he replied. — " Heating or cool- 
ittg^" I said, " would you have the man 



262 HISTORICAL RECOLLECTIONS 

die? try it." And he left me, and went 
and saw that his relation was anointed : 
And the next day the man was free from 
J)ain; with a good appetite, and a large 
tuhiour in his groin, but perfectly easy. 1 
ordered him to humect frequently the tumor 
with oil ; and in eight days it came to sup- 
puration, and the man is now walking in 
the streets. This Being promulgated among 
the neighbours, another infected person 
tried it, and was cured; and then another, 
and another, to the number of seven, whose 
names I possess, and whose -blessings I 
enjoy. 

Here then are evidences for my principle, 
which is, " That the pestilential humour 
* * which causeth the disease called the Plague 
** is an acid, and that it will quit the human 
'^ body to fly to the oil which it prefers." 

Or if tliat preference, or predilection 
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is not the principle of its action (i. e. le 
mot a la chose) let it be that the acid having 
naturally a propension to intermix itself 
with all bodies in contact with it, or within 
the reach of its activity, endeavouring 
always at an equilibrium, passeth, like the 
electric spark, from the human body into 
the oil ; and of course easeth the body of 

r 

that exceeding, which, from the eiFerve- 
scence it occasioned, was the cause of the 
pain. 

But the evidence of seven is too small, 
in a matter of such consequence to the 
world, to obtain implicit belief. But any 
evidence at all, in a matter of such con- 
sequence to the world, ought to make us 
anxious not to lose it ; therefore I say let 
more try it. Seven, it may be presumed, 
might have recovered without help. Have 
not many sevens recovered? Yes : I give it 
that more may be tried. Let my argument 
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Stand for nothing. But in truth, the on|y 
seven that did try it recovered : let mor^ 
try it. If the principle is good, it will 
prove its virtue; and if not, what risk is 
there in the operation, to a roan infected 
with the plague ? 

There is, however, a strange perverse- 
ness in the human character. Many, whose 
friends were in the agonies of death, h^ye 
been recommended to try it ; and they have 
answered, " What can oil do?" And their 
friends have died ! Others, ^^ so many great 
doctors have pronounced the evil beyond 
their skill, and is it now to be cured by 
oil?" And they too have devoted their 
friends to the public conceit. 

But this is not the only instance of 
mortal diseases being cured by oil : should 
I say, " diseases that woul4 haive jpeen 
mortal without it ?'* 
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I havis tFbd it on five rats stung one by 
one by a scorpion. The first swelled to a 
great size, and appeared to be near dead. 
I poured some pure oil upo^ him, and he 
recovered, and in a few minutes r^n away. 

But he might have recovered without 
the oil, as people say q^ my seven persons 
recovered from the plague. 

I put a second to the scorpion, and the 
rat was stung ; and I left him to himself, 
and he died very soon. Then I presumed 
that the former had been cured by the oil. 

I tried another, and cured hhn; and 
another, and he died. An4 anoth^r^ ai^ 
he was cured. 

There was that virtue, therefore, in the 
oil, or that pr^dilectioo in the malignant 
humour wJiich the SLtins infiised for tho 
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more recent occasions, vhen the inflamma* 
tion has been very violent, I have observed 
the oil to froth, and even to his& as cyder 
or champai^ will do when opened, and 
intermixing with the air: but it only struck 
me then as something extraordinary, and 
my inquiry went no deeper. 

1 understand it better now; and am 
persuaded that this frothing and hissing 
were the efFectis of the acid leaving tlie 
infiamed part, to coalesce with the oil, 
and producing thereon, by its action, this 
evident fermentation. There being, as 
Newton has said, ^* an acid in every fer- 
mmxtation/' And as the worid will con- 
clude, consequently, if) almost li^ same 
wosda with m«i *' m fermentation witliot*t 
an acid/' 

I have said enough ; being, as I believe, 

tp thfi purpose* 
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My recipe tberefbre k; 

As soon as the first symptoms of the 
plague appear, to anoint the whole body 
with pure olive oil; for though tiM^^dibC^^ 
trine of this remedy seems to apply more 
especially to the stage of the disorder in 
which the tumours appear, yet the crisis 
of the greater danger laying between the 
attack and its attainment to this stage, 
it may be fatal to wait for the appearance 
of tumours. And besides, its efficacy is 
likely to be more certain in this case than 
the other. 

When the tumours appear, there needeth 
little more attention than to humect them 
frequently with oil. 

And, I believe, thai people having 
anointed their bodies with' oit, wffl' ffflrf it 
to be a preservative against t^& infeertoM; 
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and may attend their friends without ap 
prehension of danger. 
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